
 

CELEBRATING WINNERS  
- Binnie Schuman Donald,Ed'61, Association of Alumnae Awards Committee Chair, former 

President  

 
A of A Board member and former President Binnie Donald (center) with the 2011 recipients: (L-

R) Continuing Education Award: Valerie Frankel, LPS’10; Rosemary D. Mazzatenta Awards: 

Renee McDougall, C'12, and Katie McCabe, C'12; Robert J. Alig Award: Brittany Wallis Bell, 

C’11. 

My many years as an active alumna with the Board of Penn's Association of Alumnae are, as I 

frequently say, "locked in my heart." I love this Penn organization composed of warm and 

wonderful members who have the same affection and loyalty for Penn that I do. Their time, hard 

work and dedication on behalf of the University and their interest in and desire to be part of the 

planning of worthwhile programming for all alumnae have brought it to this milestone year of 

celebration--the 100th anniversary year of the Association of Alumnae. 

 

http://www.alumni.upenn.edu/alumnae


One area that I have been happily and extensively involved in during the past decade is our 

awards program. Each May, the Association of Alumnae celebrates our spring dinner and awards 

ceremony with the following awards: The Fathers' Trophy (awarded to a woman graduating 

senior student-athlete), the Continuing Education Award (honoring a worthy College of Liberal 

and Professional Studies graduating student), the Robert J. Alig Student Leadership Award, and 

the above-mentioned Association of Alumnae Rosemary D. Mazzatenta Scholars Award. This 

last honor is a monetary gift from the fund endowed by Association of Alumnae in memory of a 

former president of the organization and well-know Penn alumna leader who left a stellar legacy 

to Penn alumnae. 

 

In January each year, we invite our annual Mazzatenta scholars to make a presentation about 

their projects and internships supported by our monetary gifts. In March, we submit a 

comprehensive nomination form to the Governor of Pennsylvania of a candidate worthy of being 

selected a Distinguished Daughter of Pennsylvania. We are fortunate to have had several of our 

nominees selected as recipients of this prestigious Commonwealth of Pennsylvania award. 

I'd like to focus briefly here on the two 2011 recipients. Both Katie McCabe, C'12, and Renee 

McDougall, C'12, were juniors when they were selected for a Mazzatenta scholars award and 

both pursued unique and fascinating academic projects. Their project choices were submitted to 

the Center of Undergraduate Research and Fellowships (CURF), which selected them as last 

year's award recipients. 

 

Katie McCabe spent last summer researching and examining the "Wave of Reform: Community 

Involvement in Post-Katrina New Orleans Public Education System." Renee McDougall's 

Summer 2011 research project concerned "Incidence of Risk Factors Associated with Hospital-

Acquired Pneumonia in Cats and Dogs at a Veterinary Teaching Hospital: 24 case." All 

sophomore and junior Penn undergraduates were invited to see their wonderful presentations at 

our January program, where everyone also had the opportunity to hear worthwhile information 

and insights from CURF administrators about research funding and fellowship opportunities 

available to Penn students. 

 

The Association of Alumnae is looking forward to continuing to support these opportunities for 

Penn women to be recognized for their outstanding accomplishments. Please join us at a future 

awards event where alumnae, friends and guests gather to enjoy camaraderie, to celebrate a 

wonderful programming year, and to honor distinguished Penn students.  

 


