
 

   

  
 

  50th Reunion and Alumni Weekend | May 10-14, 2018 
 

Alumni Weekend will be here before you know it and we will celebrate our 50th Reunion. The Class 

of 1968 is planning a diverse reunion schedule. The Reunion launches with a Celebration of Cinema 

highlighting the watershed years and great films of 1967 and 1968, curated by our classmate, the 

accomplished producer, Robert Cort. The Philly-food focused Class of 1968 Welcome Party on Friday 

evening will launch our weekend of events. On Saturday morning, classmates may choose to attend 

the Professors Forum & Reunion or the Athletes Recognition Breakfast,  where we will honor the 

1968 National Championship Crew Team, among other athletes and teams. Then, be a part of the 

traditional 50th Reunion March down Locust Walk and celebrate at the Class Picnic. Join classmates 

to celebrate at the 50th Reunion Gala - at the world-renowned Barnes Foundation, on Saturday 

evening. The weekend continues on Sunday morning, with the dedication of The Class of 1968 Legacy 

Garden on Locust Walk and the burial of the 1968-2018 Time Capsule, followed by the 50th Reunion 

Brunch. We encourage you to stay until Monday to march in Commencement. Make your hotel 

reservations now. Click the blue button below to read the full schedule.   

Click here for the 50th Reunion Schedule. 
 

  

http://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/gid2/16/interior.aspx?sid=1587&gid=2&pgid=821


 
    

 
   
 

  Class of 1968 50th Reunion Gala Celebration at The Barnes Foundation 
 

Join with Class President Alex Conroy, W'68 and Honorary 50th Reunion Chairmen, Michael Crow, 

C'68, WG'70, David Montgomery, C'68, WG'70, Larry Nussdorf, W'68 and Gail Petty Riepe, CW'68 

and party at the Barnes Foundation. All guests will have access to the Barnes Foundation and its 

wonderful galleries throughout the evening. Enjoy a fabulous evening with an open bar, with Stephen 

Starr's catering from hors d’oeuvres, to an inventive dinner, to elegant desserts. There will be music 

for both listening and for dancing. The Barnes at night is a beautiful space to dine, drink, dance, chat 

and reconnect with friends. The Barnes Foundation, with its outside terrace, is a beautiful space 

worthy of a terrific Penn Class - The Class of 1968. And by the way, there is free parking.  
 

 

  

 
  

  
 

  Presenting the 50th Reunion Hotels, Their Rates and Locations 
 

“Book your hotel stay for our 50th Reunion as soon as possible,” says 

Barbara Russo Bravo, CW’68, GED’69, Hotels Chair for the 50th 

Reunion. “Hotels book quickly and the better rates and reunion hotel 

blocks will fill up early. Our 50th Reunion coincides with Mother's Day, 

Commencement and other well-attended Reunions.”  

 

Every year Penn's Department of Alumni Relations works diligently to 

assemble an accurate list of available hotels in the Philadelphia area and 

the rates that they have negotiated for alumni. Booking early is the very 

best way to find the hotel that meets your needs. 

 

Click the box below for the list of hotels that the Penn Alumni Relations staff have negotiated rates 

for. When you call, please ask for the University of Pennsylvania Alumni Relations room block. 

Alternatively you may want to take a look at Expedia, Booking.com, Hotels.com or AirBnB. For less 

expensive options, explore hotels near the Philadelphia Airport or in South Jersey.  

Click here for hotel information.  
 
  

  

  

 
  

http://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/gid2/16/interior.aspx?sid=1587&gid=2&pgid=9922


 
 

  www.Penn1968.com is our Class Website. 

We Encourage You to Join It. 
 

Please take a moment at your convenience to register at Penn1968.com. 

This private class website will provide your bio and photo for the 

Reunion Yearbook – and enables us to re-connect with one another. 

Website Administrator, Betty Ostrov Rothschild notes: “We update the 

site weekly with new information about our reunion activities and plans 

which we are excited to share with classmates. It’s so easy to register. I 

make certain that only you and our classmates can enter the site.”  

 

Not a member yet? Please click on the box below and find your name.  

 
 

Penn1968.com   

  

  

  

 
   
 

  Cinema Celebration: "The Best Films of 1967-1968" 
 

1968's 50th Reunion Presents a Cinema Celebration of 1967 and 

1968 

Welcoming the Class of 2018 and the University community * 

 

HOMECOMING WEEKEND 2017: 

 

Saturday November 4, 2017  

 

Two films will be shown. 

• 2 PM: Screening of The Odd Couple 

• 6 PM: Dinner & a Movie - In the Heat of the Night 

 

ALUMNI WEEKEND 2018 & 1968’s 50th REUNION: 

 

Five films will be shown. 

• Thursday, May 10th @ 8-10 PM: Screening of Bonnie & Clyde 

• Friday, May 11th @ 2:30-4:30 PM: Producer Robert Cort and Professor of Cinema Studies Peter 

Decherney take center stage in a conversation about the films of 1967 and 1968 

• Friday night, May 11th @ 8:30 PM-10:30 PM: Screening of The Graduate 

• Saturday, May 12th @ 3:30 – 5:30 PM: Screening of Planet of the Apes 

• Sunday, May 13 @ 1-3 PM: Screening of Rosemary's Baby 

*Times are subject to modification. Locations to be determined.  
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  Life Lessons Learned At and From Penn: 

A 50th Reunion Memoir  
 

Betsy Scott Kleeblatt, CW'68 

 

Lesson #1 When Micky Neiditch and Elsie Howard ask you (i.e. gang up 

on you) to do something, just do it. Do not argue with them as they always 

win-always. That is the reason you are being subjected to my “memoir” as 

Micky so elegantly phrased it. 

 

Looking back over the years since we entered Penn in 1964 is a bit like 

looking through a lens coated in Vaseline, a bit fuzzy and no readers 

whatever the strength, helps clear the image. I did learn a great deal at Penn 

which prepared me for life, and I enjoyed it a great deal, probably too much 

given my first semester grades. I was the product of an extremely 

competitive Friends school where I had already read most of the books I 

was assigned first semester. There seemed no good reason to read them 

again; hence my first semester grades which were atrocious. Hence lesson 

#2.  

 
 

Continue  

Reading   
  

  

 

 

 

  

 
   
 

  Reunion Bound! 

A 50th Reunion Memoir  
 

Phyllis Ettinger Rodbell, CW'68 and Sidney Rodbell, W'68 

 

Forty-nine years ago, upon graduating, several of us were apparently 

punished for our sins of being active on campus. We were “volunteered” 

along with Doug Cox, Interfraternity Council president, Norm Scott, 

Houston Hall Board, Elsie Sterling Howard, Panhellenic Association 

president and Sidney, Kite and Key president to lead the fundraising effort 

for our class. You might notice a pattern here. We don’t know how this 

happened, but for 49 years, with the help of lots of other folks, we have 

stayed at it. At various times we’ve tried to retire but our letters of 

resignation were never accepted. But, in truth, it has been fun. And we 

wish to thank the folks that did not hang up on us when we called every 

five years in an attempt to raise funds.  

 
 

Continue  

Reading   
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  A Message from Douglas Cox, W'68, WG'73 and Sidney Rodbell, W'68 
 

Dear Classmates: 

 

We need you! Please volunteer today to be a part of our 50th Reunion Committee efforts. Though we 

have already recruited some of our wonderful classmates, we still need many more of you to be a part 

of the Outreach and the Class Gift committees. 

 

This September we will launch monthly conference calls for all committee members - who will then 

have the opportunity to weigh in on our plans. And, during the autumn 2017 Homecoming, 

celebrations we will come together at a full committee meeting.  

 

Please say yes. Together we will make this 50th Reunion a memorable and fabulous weekend. To 

volunteer with the Outreach and Planning Committee, contact our Alumni Relations staff liaison, 

Lisbeth Willis, at lisbethw@upenn.edu. If you would like to serve with us on the Gift Committee, 

please contact our Penn Fund staff liaison, Josh Nay, at joshnay@upenn.edu. Some of the specific 

committees are listed on alumni.upenn.edu/1968, but we are still looking for more affinity groups 

leaders, and for volunteers to work on the Reunion yearbook.  

 

See you soon we hope, 

Douglas Cox, W'68, WG'73 and Sidney Rodbell, W'68 

Gift Committee Co-Chairs 

 

Doug and Sidney want to share with you these additional messages: 

 

Al Conroy, W'68: Our 50th Reunion is right around the corner. Beginning on July 1st 2017, we will 

launch our fundraising efforts for the Class Legacy Gift.  

 

Doug Cox, W'68, WG'73: Our 50th Reunion Class Gift to Penn includes every gift of any size to the 

Class of 1968 50th Reunion Legacy Project Fund. Your donations support the Penn Fund (funding the 

needs of undergraduate programs) and also include your support for individual or family “named” 

scholarships, and for the Class of 1968 Scholarships, and will provide the funding needed for our 50th 

reunion Class Project: The Class of 1968 Legacy Garden.  

 

Sidney Rodbell, W'68: We think that our milestone 50th Reunion is the perfect time for us to unite as a 

class to commemorate our Penn experiences and leave an important Legacy -- through philanthropy. 

If you can, please consider making a gift at the leadership donor level. We value every gift, at any 

level that is meaningful to you. A plaque in the Legacy Garden will officially honor the Class of 1968 

and will also individually recognize every donor of $25,000 or more (paid over five years) to the 50th 

Reunion effort. The name of every classmate donor will be included in a Time Capsule, which will be 

buried in our Class of 1968 Legacy Garden. 

 

Barbara Russo Bravo, CW'68, GED'69: Our class will also make a significant impact on Penn’s 

future through donations to support the Class of 1968 Scholarship or through individual/family 

endowed scholarship gifts, supporting undergraduate students. Our class newsletters have profiled 

some of the current 1968 Scholarship recipients and I, along with other classmates, have met our 

students at an annual Scholarship Reception and have seen their growth. Our Class of 1968 remains 

committed to supporting them and future deserving students. 

 

Mia Argentieri, CW'68, GEd'72: The Penn Fund will publish a Draft Honor Roll early next winter, 

with a follow up Honor Roll shared in the fall of 2018. We want to include your name as a donor on 

 

mailto:lisbethw@upenn.edu
mailto:joshnay@upenn.edu


our Class of 1968 page in the Honor Roll. Alumni participation is an important factor in Penn's 

national rankings Help us reach our goals!  

 

Betsy Scott Kleeblatt, CW'68: To celebrate our 50th, we want to set a new record of participation 

through the donations of at least 450 classmates. Every classmate who contributes to our Class Gift – 

in any amount - will be included in the 1968-2018 Time Capsule.  

 

Tad Decker, C'68: Beginning today, we ask you to join us in making our 50th Reunion Class Gift a 

reality for 1968. We want to achieve our goal of leaving a true class legacy to celebrate and 

memorialize our 50th Reunion through funding of our Class of 1968 Legacy Garden, through 

continued support of undergraduate Scholarships and Penn Fund initiatives.  
   

 
  

 

 

 

Class of 1968 
Legacy 
Garden 

 

 

 

We are very proud of the vision to create and plant The Class of 1968 Legacy Garden which will be 

the cornerstone of our 50th Reunion Class Legacy Project -- a project that also includes Class of 1968 

scholarships and support of the Penn Fund. which we present to you now. The Class of 1968 Garden 

will be an intimate shady spot on Locust Walk, on the east side of College Green, adjacent to the 

Library, at the entrance to Campus - a location central to our own Penn experience. The Garden will 

feature a stone wall for donor recognition – providing a comfortable space for students and faculty to 

sit, surrounded by an elegant stone paved terrace, and by flowering shrubs and perennial border 

plantings and magnificent Cherry Trees. We share the design sketches with you today with the hope 

that you will see the potential beauty of this serene space as we have.  

 

We believe that our Class of 1968 Legacy Project -- which centers our class gift on this wonderful 

garden -- will have a significant impact on Penn’s campus. The Garden's Cherry Trees will be a fine 

addition to Penn’s renowned Cherry Tree collection and will serve as the ceremonial starting point of 

Penn's cherry tree tour and festivities each spring. Penn's campus is now an official American 

arboretum, and our Class of 1968 Legacy Garden amplifies that wonderful designation. I personally 

hope that every member of our class will join us to support this wonderful project. Our Class of 1968 

Legacy Garden will help to define Penn's Campus in the future, forever linked to the Class of 1968 

and our time at Penn Fran Poeppelmeier Sheeley, CW'68 Chairperson of the Garden Project  
 

 

 

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1968 Welcomes Back Their 
Favorite Professors 

 

Our classmate Lee Gordon, C'68 is planning 

an exciting event scheduled for Saturday 

morning of Reunion: The Professors Forum. 

Lee is inviting several faculty to a be a part 

of this event which brings together our 

classmates and some of their favorite 

professors. 

 

The list of faculty will be included in a future 

newsletter. The forum is scheduled from 9 

am to 10:30 am. An informal breakfast from 

8 am to 9 am.  

 

Please send the name of your favorite 

professor to our Alumni Relations Class 

Liaison, Lisbeth Willis: 

lisbethw@upenn.edu.  

The Forum will be highlighted by short 

presentations from several Professors 

followed by an inclusive, lively Q & A 

conversation. 

 

Lee Gordon wrote a memorial tribute to 

History Professor, Alexander V. 

Riasanovsky, who was his favorite Penn 

Professor, and it appeared last year in The 

Pennsylvania Gazette. We proudly offer a 

link to this tribute if you would like to read it. 

Just click here. 

  

  

  
 

 

 

Penn Athletics Recognition 

Breakfast 
 

Planned for 

Saturday, 

May 12th 9-

10:30 am, 

chaired by 

Bill 

Creeden, 

W'68, GED'72 and Carolyn Marcus Jacobs, 

CW'68 honoring the 1968 Penn Crew Team 

who were the USA National Champions in 

1967 and 1968, and those who participated in 

the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City. The 

breakfast will also salute the 1968 

Lightweight Crew – the winners of the Jobe 

Cup—as the top eastern rowing team. The 

1968 crew teams will be honored at a special 

ceremony for their legendary coach, Ted 

Nash.  

 

This event will salute the undefeated 

women’s basketball team, and recognize all 

1968 athletes who participated in men’s and 

women’s athletics.  

 

The breakfast will feature an open 

microphone conversation about Penn 

athletics – as the 1968 athletes and coaches 

share stories and anecdotes. 
 

 

 

   
 

mailto:lisbethw@upenn.edu
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  Class of 1968 Leadership Meeting during 

Homecoming  
 

November 3-4, 2017 

 

A 50th Reunion planning meeting will be held on 

Saturday, November 4th from 9 am until 12:30 pm at 

Sweeten Alumni House on Locust Walk for the members 

of the Reunion Planning Committee. We invite members 

of the Class of 1968 interested in working on Reunion 

planning or willing to contact classmates to attend as well. 

 

If you want to join the Reunion Committee, if you want 

tickets to the football game, or if you have any general 

questions or suggestions about the 50th Reunion, please 

contact: elsiehmiami@gmail.com 

 

Visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/1968 to view the full 

Reunion Committee list to date.  
 

  
  

 

  

 
   
 

  The Daily Pennsylvanian, April 27, 1967  
 

This is the Sports Page of the last Daily Pennsylvanian of our Junior Year. We returned in the autumn 

as Seniors preparing to graduate in May. If you would like to read the below articles, click here. 

DP Articles   
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  What was your favorite place on campus? 
 

Dear Classmates, 

 

We plan to compile your recollections of the places you liked most on Penn's campus. Was your 

favorite place a particular corner in the library that you studied in most, or a booth or table in the 

restaurant where you sat with friends and talked for hours? It might have been a room you lived in for 

a year or a semester, or a space in one of the gyms that you worked out in. Turning to the outdoors, 

might your favorite spot in fact be a path you walked along every day, or a bench or a tree that you sat 

under when the weather was just perfect?  

 

Please send me your recollections, with a photo if you have one, and we will publish all of them in 

groups of a half dozen or so in future newsletters beginning with the next issue, and until April, 2018. 

As we begin to work on this project does anyone among you have a photograph of the Dirty Drug? I 

can’t find one. 

 

Wishing a happy and healthy summer. See you this November, and again in May, 2018. 

 

Michael 'Micky' Neiditch, C'68 

Class of 1968 Vice President for Communications  

hmichael@alumni.upenn.edu  
 

 

  

 
  

 

Penn1968.com   
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