
The cold of winter is giving way to the warmth of spring. We remember how the campus 
comes alive with bright green spring foliage especially on Locust Walk. Wherever we are, we 
still celebrate our enduring connection to Dear Old Penn. 

And so we look forward to your joining us for Alumni Weekend May 12-14, 2017.

Come back and reconnect with classmates and make new friends! See you there.

Please visit the 2017 Alumni Weekend site, www.alumni.upenn.edu/alumniweekend, for all 
the weekend’s exciting event details and registration information.

Yours in Red and Blue,

Jim and Mary Ellen
James P. Druckman, Esq. and Mary Ellen Cianfrani Miller
Class of 1969 Co- Presidents

Dear Penn Classmates of 1969,

N E W S L E T T E R
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Alumni Weekend 2016



Save the Date
It’s almost here - the big one!

Our 50th Reunion
May 17-20, 2019

Mark your calendar and plan to join your classmates 

to celebrate! More details coming soon.

Visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/1969



SPRING 2017

We are proud to announce our Class of 1969 Scholars for the 
Academic Year 2016-2017 are once again...

Joseph “Cameron” Dennis and Emily Peters

Joseph “Cameron” 
Hillsborough, NJ 
Class of 2018 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences  
Major: Chemical Biomolecular Engineering     

“Life’s been going well since last fall. I’m here on campus taking 
classes for the summer, as well as working in the fine arts library. 
I’ve kept up my involvement in the fraternity (Phi Gamma Delta) and 
will be serving as treasurer next semester.

Thank you again for your generous contribution toward my 
education. With my little brother heading to college this coming year 
as well, I can’t tell you how much I (and my mom) appreciate your 
capacity to give back.”   

- Cameron

Emily 
Brookside, NJ 
Class of 2018 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences  
Major: Chemical Biomolecular Engineering 

“This year, I will be an Orientation Peer Advisor for Curriculum 
Deferred engineering students for the second year in a row. I will 
help them transition into the college life and decide which path 
they would like to take throughout their college careers. I will also 
be helping out with the AWE pre-orientation for a second time, as I 
loved being able to get to know other female engineers and become 
familiar with the campus before most of the freshman class has 
moved on campus. Lastly, I have finally decided what I want to do 
with my major post graduation, so I am looking forward to learning 
more about how chemical engineers fit into the R&D departments of 
the consumer products industry. I have many goals for this upcoming 
year, and I look forward to focusing more on my advanced chemical 
engineering courses as well as beginning to work on a possible 
minor in engineering entrepreneurship.

I am looking forward to continuing my journey at Penn and want to 
thank you, once again, for your support and kind contribution to my 
future.”

- Emily

Our Class of ’69 Scholars 
2016-2017 Recipients

University of Pennsylvania 
Fall 2016 Scholarship Celebration

William Schmidt, Jean Clemons, Russ Miller, Cameron, 
Mary Ellen Miller, Emily

“It always feels great to give back and know Penn alumni are making 
a real difference in the lives of current Penn students. The Fall 2016 
Scholarship Celebration recognized our Class of 1969 scholarship 
recipients, among others. This inspiring and gratifying event gave 
us the opportunity to speak with the scholarship recipients our 
class sponsors, to learn their accomplishments and aspirations and 
find out what’s happening on campus from their perspective. The 
two students, Joseph “Cameron” and Emily, are bright, engaging 
students who are delighted with their experience at Penn. If not for 
our scholarships, they would have had a difficult or impossible path 
to Penn, and they are grateful to our class. It was an honor and a 
pleasure to chat with them, and compare campus life in 2016 with 
the years when we were students.

Penn sees tremendous value in connecting alumni and students. 
President Amy Gutmann mentioned in her remarks that this annual 
event, now in its 20th year, has expanded tremendously to include 
over 600 people, and has outgrown all previous venues. It was held 
on Wednesday, November 16th, 2016, in its new location, the John 
R. Rockwell Gymnasium at 219 S. 33rd Street, next to the Palestra. 
The gym was transformed into a gala event space. Class-designated 
stations marked the locations for each class’s representatives to 
meet their respective scholarship students. It was a wonderful 
evening.”  

- Jean Moss Clemons, CW’69, WG’82

May 12-15, 2017 
Alumni Weekend 2017

November 3-5, 2017 
Homecoming Weekend 2017

November 14, 2017 
Penn Futures with GSE, Nursing, and SP2: Washington D.C.

December 9, 2017 
Engaging Minds with President Amy Gutmann: NYC

May 17-20, 2019 

50th Reunion Alumni Weekend 2019
For a list of other events visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/events

Dates to Remember



Thank you, classmates, for your 
continued support!

Visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/1969 to learn more about our 
scholarship fund, our giving history, and class updates!

Established in 1998 through gifts from class members in honor of 
their thirtieth reunion and increased in 2004 in honor of their thirty-
fifth reunion to provide financial support to an undergraduate, with a 
preference for children of alumni whose parents experience economic 
reverses during their years at Penn. Your contributions during a Reunion 
Year support our Class Fund as well as our Class Gift Project.

Financial Summary as of June 30, 2016

Market Value: $489,991.16 
Total value of fund, including additions and appreciation.

Book Value: $399,231.39 
The original contribution plus any other contributions to the fund.

Available income: $30,421.59 
The income according to the University endowment spending policy 
available to be spent during the 2016-2017 academic year.

Class of 1969 
Endowed Scholarship Fund

 Academic Year Student Recipient
 2015-2016 Joseph, SEAS’18 & Emily, SEAS’18
 2012-2015 Jordan, C’17 & Sara, C’17
 2011-2013 Emily, C’13
 2011-2012 Melissa, ENG’13, GEN’13
 2007-2011 Mavis, C’11
 2005-2007 Alexander, C’09
 2001-2005 Maureen, E’05
 2000-2001 Gavin, C’01
 1998-2000 Marion, C’00

History of our Fund

Please join our team by contacting maryemiller@alumni.upenn.edu

Class Updates 
Our Class Leadership and Reunion Committee

• Richard W. Bridy    
• Jean Moss Clemons
• Barry Coyle
• James P. Druckman
• Paula B. Fenton
• Glen Foreman
• Peggy Miller Franck
• Eli G. Goodman
• Fredrick Hermann
• Arthur F. Hirsch
• Steven Kammerman
• Jill Smerling Kushner
• Joanne Lippman Leibovitz
• William Mentlik
• Harry B. Meran

• Linda Plotnick Meran 
• Mary Ellen Cianfrani Miller
• R. Russell Miller
• Joseph S. Mishkin 
• Karen Orlin
• Susan Berland Penn
• Randy Rolfe
• Lawrence S. Rosenwald
• Mary Selecky
• William M. Schmidt
• Franklin C. Speyer
• V. Bruce Thompson
• Sally Edwards Willits
• John G. Wright, Jr.

Presidents: 
Mary Ellen Cianfrani Miller 
James P. Druckman 

Regional Vice Presidents: 
East: 
Jean Moss Clemons 
Paula Fenton 

West: 
Joanne Lippman Leibovitz 

South: 
Harry Meran 
Linda Plotnick Meran 

At Large: 
Peggy Miller Franck 
Susan Berland Penn 
William M. Schmidt 

Gift Chairs: 
Joseph S. Mishkin 
Franklin C. Speyer 
Gift Chair Emerita 
Hazel Manheimer

Newsletter/Website: 
Mary Ellen Cianfrani Miller

Class of 1969 50th Reunion Team*

Class Leadership Officers

* as of December 2016

Our Class of 1969 Music Room, 40th Reunion Gift, continues 
to facilitate our class scholar, Emily, and other Penn students 
to enhance their musical talents.



www.alumni.upenn.edu/1969

I was excited to enroll this fall for one of the first courses offered by the University of Pennsylvania Museum of 
Archeology, and Anthropology, Introduction to Ancient Egypt and Its Civilization, through Coursera.

Dr. David Silverman, Professor of Egyptology at Penn, Curator in Charge of the Egyptian Section of the Penn 
Museum, and curator of the Tutankhamun exhibitions was our guide to the mysteries and wonders of this 
ancient land. Along with over 20,000 enrollees worldwide, I learned more about colossal pyramids, imposing 
temples, golden treasures, enigmatic hieroglyphs, powerful pharaohs, strange gods, and mysterious mummies.

Dr. Silverman developed this online course and set it in the galleries of our world famous Penn Museum. He used 
many original Egyptian artifacts to illustrate his lectures and facilitate our discoveries of this fascinating culture.

The course was informative and most enjoyable. The discussion blogs allowed for interaction and sharing 
interesting observations with fellow classmates. I highly recommend you visit www.coursera.org to enroll in this 
and other fascinating courses offered by Coursera to expand your mind!

I would love to hear from you on any courses you have taken through Coursera and would recommend to classmates. 
Contact maryemiller@alumni.upenn.edu.

Coursera provides universal access to the education. Cousera is a company (cofounded in 2012 by Penn, Princeton University, Stanford University, and 
the University of Michigan) that offers massively open online courses, or MOOCs. You can enroll free, or pay $49 to take the class for a certificate.

The Gazette - Dr. Frederick M. Herrmann C’69 has written a 250th 
anniversary history of Rutgers University that has been included on the 
Rutgers 250 website.

Do you also have an update you wish to share with classmates and 
alumni? You can send in your alumni note by an email or write or fax to: 
The Pennsylvania Gazette 
3910 Chestnut Street, Third Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-3111 
215-898-5555 | Fax: 215-573-4812 
email: gazette@ben.dev.upenn.edu

Regional Clubs - Penn Alumni Regional Clubs are a network of over 120 
alumni clubs around the world which provide year-round programming 
and alumni engagement opportunities. Volunteer-driven and alumni-
oriented, regional clubs allow Penn alumni, families, and friends the 
opportunity to connect to both one another and to the University 
through a variety of social, educational, and cultural events. Find a club 
near you by visiting www.alumni.upenn.edu/clubs.

Penn Alumni Interview Program - Help inform the admissions process 
for prospective Penn students. You can find out more about becoming 
an alumni interviewer at www.alumni.upenn.edu/interviews or contact 
Steve Hamilton at 215-898-6903.

Alumni Education - Online, on-campus, and off-campus events and 
opportunities to continue learning with and from Penn’s dynamic faculty 
members. Visit Please www.alumni.upenn.edu/education for more 
details.

Penn Alumni Travel - Penn Alumni Travel offers a wide variety of tours 
to destinations around the world with unique access to Penn faculty 
as hosts and lecturers on each departure, and the camaraderie of like-
minded intellectually curious travelers. Travel with fellow alumni by 
visiting www.alumni.upenn.edu/travel.

Looking to Expand your Mind? 
by Mary Ellen Cianfrani Miller, CW’69, GSE’75

Pennovations - What is in the works!

The Pennovation Works is a unique blend of offices, labs, and 
production space being developed by The University of Pennsylvania 
to bridge the intellectual and entrepreneurial initiatives for advancing 
knowledge and generating economic development. The master plan 
articulates a phased approach, with initial activity focused on site 
improvements and renovating existing buildings, beginning with the 
creation of the Pennovation Center.

Visit www.pennovation.upenn.edu to learn more and to schedule 
your visit to see firsthand Penn’s new architectural and design award 
winning building poised to rewire science and entrepreneurship.

Campus Updates Stay Engaged



1969Class of

University of Pennsylvania
3533 Locust Walk
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6226

Please remember to update your contact information/
profile on QuakerNet at www.myquakernet.com so you 
can:

• Receive all our 50th Reunion news and class   
 communications

• Help classmates find you

• Search for classmates and fellow alumni 
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For more updates and details on our 50th Reunion, visit:
www.alumni.upenn.edu/1969.


