
Class of 1966 Scholarship Students – Jenna Nickas 
 

During my four years at Penn, I was fortunate 
enough to receive the Class of 1966 Endowed 
Scholarship. I graduated from the College of Arts 
and Sciences in 2014 with a double major in 
Classical Studies and Biology. Combining my 
passions for both the humanities and the 
sciences, I pursued an independent study in 
ancient Greek medicine, a unique opportunity 
that only Penn could provide. I also had the 
opportunity to perform research in a Molecular 
Hematology lab at Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia, and to volunteer as an EMT on 
Penn's student run Medical Emergency Response 
Team (MERT).  
 
Since graduation, I have been pursuing 
retinal developmental research at 
Shriners Hospitals Pediatric Research Center of 
Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple 
University. I was recently accepted into several 
medical schools, and am looking forward to 
beginning my medical education this August. It is 
my ultimate goal to become an oncologist, 
focusing on both the research and treatment of 
cancer. 
 
Everything that I have accomplished during my 
time at Penn and since has been made possible by 
the generous contributions of the Class of 1966. 
Penn provided me with a unique, well-rounded, 
and unforgettable education, one that I cannot 
imagine being matched elsewhere. Every minute 
of my college experience was made possible by 
the contributions of the Class of 1966. Although I 
have only had the pleasure of meeting a few 
members of the Class, I want to thank each and 
every one of you who has contributed to my 
education and my future. Without you, I would 
certainly not be on the road to pursuing my 
dream of being a physician. 

 

 
 
   Jenna Nickas, Penn Class of 2014 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                                            
  



                                   
 
Class of 1966 Scholarship Students – Harrison Prentiss-Mott 
 

It’s hard to believe that it’s been nearly 10 years 
since I completed my 4 years at Penn. So much 
has happened.  Although many memories of Penn 
have begun to fade, many remain firmly lodged in 
my mind, from fascinating conversations with 
Physics faculty, to late night games of basketball, 
to post final dinners at El Azteca with fellow 
physics students.  Towards the end of my time at 
Penn, I had decided to switch my academic focus 
from Astrophysics towards Biology and 
Biophysics.  Needless to say, it was unnerving to 
be entering a new field, but thanks to the 
experiences I had at Penn, I left confident and 
determined to be successful. Following a two-
year stint as a research technician at 
Massachusetts General Hospital, I began a Ph.D. at 
Harvard in the School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences.  
 
During the next 6 years, through the ups and 
downs of a frustrating and exciting research 
project, the curiosity, critical thinking and 
perseverance I developed at Penn were 
instrumental in successfully completing my 
degree, which also resulted in two publications.   
After completing my studies, I transitioned to a 
career in the pharmaceutical industry as a life 
science focused strategy consultant, where I have 
been for the last 1.5 years. The skills and 
experience that I gained at Penn and during my 
Ph.D. have prepared me well for such a career and 
I am excited about what the future holds for me in 
this field. 
 
Of course, Penn has impacted me beyond simply 
the academic experiences. The friendships I 
formed at Penn have also been an integral part of 
my life, 
 

 

                
 

Harrison Prentiss-Mott,  
Penn Class of 2006 

 
 
from sharing graduate school experiences with my 
sophomore year roommate—who, incidentally 
was also the best man at my wedding—to camping 
in New Hampshire with a fellow Penn grad.  
Although I have not remained in contact with as 
many people or as often as I would like, their 
success inspires me to continue to exceed. 
 
In all, my experiences at Penn have been largely 
instrumental in helping me to get where I am 
today. I am certain that none of this could have 
happened without the generous financial support 

provided by the Class of ’66. 
 

 
 
  



Class of 1966 Scholarship Students – Monica Permalek 
 

I vividly remember the day I first stepped onto 
Penn’s campus in the summer of 2008, heat 
radiated from every corner of Philadelphia and 
the smell of salty food trucks mixed with freshly 
cut grass saturated the air.  I was only a rising 
high school junior, but it was love at first sight.  I 
recall leaving the campus in tears because I 
knew Penn was where I wanted to spend my 
undergraduate years.  The day I received my 
acceptance letter, I knew my life had changed.  I 
would soon be surrounded by the brightest 
students in the world, dedicated faculty, and 
world-renown researchers.  I thank the Class of 
1966 for their contributions to the Class of 1966 
Endowed Scholarship and for making my dream 
of attending Penn possible. 
 
At Penn, I majored in Health and Societies with a 
concentration in Public Health.  My studies 
focused on the history, anthropology, and 
sociology of medicine and healthcare.  As I hope 
to soon begin studying medicine, Health and 
Societies taught me the tools beyond science 
necessary to become a compassionate and 
innovative clinician.  Outside of the classroom, I 
was involved in the campus food magazine, Penn 
Appetít, serving on the editorial staff and as 
events chair.  I danced on a Middle Eastern dance 
troupe named Yalla and served as artistic 
director.  Additionally, I tutored students in 
physics and organic chemistry through the Penn 
Tutoring Center and served on the board of Penn 
Persian Society.  Finally, I was actively involved 
in research, both translational and clinical, 
during my time at Penn.  
 
I graduated from Penn in May 2014 with my 
degree in hand, a lifetime full of memories, 
friends I would have forever, and an eagerness 
to start building my career.  Since graduation, I 
have been pursuing a research fellowship at the 
National Institutes of Health near Washington, 
D.C.  I am researching systemic lupus 
erythematosus, hoping to further understand the 
increased incidence of atherosclerosis in young 
women with lupus and eventually uncover a 
mechanism for why this is occurring.  I have had 
the opportunity to publish in top scientific 
journals, and this would not have been possible 
if not for the research mentorship I received as 
an undergraduate. 
 

 

 
 
Monica Permalek, Penn Class of 2014 
 

 
Eight years after I first visited Penn, the love story 
continues. I cannot thank the Class of 1966 enough 
for their contributions to the Class of 1966 
Endowed Scholarship and for being part of my 
journey. I can very sincerely say that I would not be 
where I am today if not for the incredible education 
I received at Penn and for your generosity.   
 
I eagerly await the day when I can follow in your 
footsteps and contribute to making future Penn 
students’ dreams possible.  Thank you again, and I 
wish you the best on your 50th reunion. 

 

 


