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J. Larry Jameson, MD, PhD
executive vice president, 
university of pennsylvania for the health system

dean, perelman school of medicine

“Philanthropy is essential to Penn Medicine’s ability 
to advance medical research and patient care 
throughout the world, and continue our mission 
of educating tomorrow’s leading physicians and 
scientists. Your generous gift helps us improve the 
well-being of all. We invite you to partner with us 
in creating a safer, healthier world.”
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Enabling a Healthier World 
through Penn Medicine
Penn Medicine’s reputation for unsurpassed care rests 
on the skill of our physicians, our use of groundbreaking 
technology, and our respectful and collaborative 
approach. Integrating the work of each person—
researcher, clinician, technician and nurse—translates 
into innovative treatments.

Philanthropy plays a critical role in enabling the expert 
physicians and scientists at Penn Medicine to enhance 
the care of our patients and advance medical discovery. 
This would not be possible without the generosity of 
patients and loved ones, those who understand the 
importance of donations to our institution. Individually, 
each person can make a difference. Collectively, we can 
solve society’s most pressing medical problems. Large or 
small, each gift brings us closer to our goal of improving 
the health and well-being of all.

Your support can make a significant difference in a 
variety of ways.

PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
TOMORROW’S LEADERS IN MEDICINE
Investing in the next generation of Penn-trained 
physicians and scientists will profoundly impact our 
understanding of medicine, lead to groundbreaking 
discoveries, and benefit patients across the region 
and throughout the world. 

ADVANCE MEDICAL DISCOVERY
Penn Medicine is an internationally recognized leader in 
discoveries that advance science and pave the way for 
new therapies and procedures to improve patient health. 
The basic and clinical research findings emerging from 
Penn Medicine’s laboratories and hospitals improve the 
treatment of a wide range of medical conditions and 
provide the foundation of knowledge on which many of 
medicine’s next generation of cures will be developed. 

TRANSLATE DISCOVERIES INTO 
NOVEL TREATMENTS
We take great pride in our reputation for pioneering 
groundbreaking research, and by investing in 
translational medicine—novel approaches, talent, and 
patient care infrastructure—we can transform these 
breakthrough discoveries into practical treatments.

Only through the help of donors can we continue to 
offer the latest technology, uncover the mysteries of 
medicine, and educate tomorrow’s leaders. You have 
the power to make a difference.
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Now that I can, 
and for the 
rest of my life, 
I want to give 
back to Penn 
and those who 
have or will 
soon undergo 
a transplant.

Heartfelt Appreciation 
No one could say that Jim Lobb was a Grinch or Ebenezer Scrooge before he 
received a new heart in December 2010, but he has certainly gained a new lease 
on life since his operation. He is elated for each new day, always happy to tell his 
story, and thankful to everyone he encountered at Penn Medicine for saving and 
transforming his life.

“My doctors, nurses—the whole Penn Medicine team—made me feel as 
comfortable as possible. They just organize around the patient’s needs,” said Jim.

Recently, Jim demonstrated his gratitude by giving to the Penn Cardiovascular 
Institute (CVI) to fund a nurse specially trained in caring for patients using 
ventricular assist devices (VADs). A mechanical circulatory instrument that 
partially or completely replaces heart functions, the VAD essentially serves as 
a bridge to transplant, keeping the heart pumping steadily until a donor heart 
is available.  Penn Medicine was the first in the tri-state region to offer this 
technology.

Besides spending more time now with his three children and attending sporting 
events that he might have missed before his surgery, this grateful family man has 
been intent on giving back to Penn in any way that he can. He joined the Penn 
CVI Leadership Council, volunteers to counsel patients, participates in transplant 
patient reunion events, and, of course, has recently made his generous gift.

“Each new day reminds me of all I owe to the Penn team.”
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 Jim Lobb outside 
the Penn Heart & 
Vascular Center

patient care
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Capital Projects in Philadelphia and Beyond

Home to several hospitals, hundreds of outpatient centers, 
and encompassing millions of square feet of space, Penn 
Medicine continues to grow in an effort to provide the 
highest quality care to all those who need it. 

In order to expand its reach throughout the region and 
meet its ever growing needs, support for capital projects—
new construction, renovations and additions to existing 
structures—has become increasingly more crucial. 

As evidenced by Penn Medicine’s most recent “Making 
History” campaign, donors showed record-breaking 
enthusiasm for supporting capital projects. The power 
of individual philanthropy for capital support is 
extraordinary. In aligning your philanthropic priorities 
with any number of exciting endeavors, your support will 
lay the foundation for the future of Penn Medicine.
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Supporting Future Leaders in Medicine

ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIPS
An endowed professorship is the most significant 
honor a university can bestow upon a faculty 
member who has achieved great distinction in 
his or her field, and an expected milestone for a 
preeminent scholar.  

The professorship will carry the name of either 
the donor or someone the donor wishes to 
honor or remember, for example, a family 

member, or favorite professor. Every time the professor 
uses his or her title—in articles in scholarly journals, 
books, presentations, university communications, print 
media and television appearances, stationery and business 
cards—that name is cited. Each distinguished scholar 
who holds the professorship, whether 10, 25, or 100 years 

from now, will use the same title, so the donor’s generosity 
will be remembered in perpetuity. 

The donor can take satisfaction in knowing that the 
professorship is supporting the bold thinking and research 
that leads to innovation and positive change, both at Penn 
and in the world— and not just today, but for generations 
to come.  

Such positions are critical in recruiting not just “superstars”—
full, tenured professors—but also “rising stars” (assistant and 
associate professors), who will assure Penn’s future strength.  

JUNIOR FACULTY: THE PIPELINE TO SUCCESS
Penn Medicine’s greatest physician-researchers all began 
as junior faculty. Associate and Assistant Professors 
bring to an academic medical center much-needed new 
ideas and fresh perspectives on the most challenging 
problems in medicine. But junior faculty—like their more 
experienced counterparts—need substantial resources to 
execute their vision.

Supporting junior faculty at the associate and assistant 
level presents a unique opportunity to see new talent grow, 
flourish, and, someday, make the next great breakthrough 
in medicine. It allows donors the ability to make significant 
impact with less of a financial commitment than support 
for full professorships. 



“Time after time, Penn Medicine’s 
endowed professors have been able to 
push the frontiers of medicine—making 
life-saving breakthroughs that touch the 
lives of patients around the world.”

Ralph W. Muller
chief executive officer, 
university of pennsylvania health system
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Family Affair 
Jon Burnham, W ’59, has a special relationship with the University of Pennsylvania. 
When his father, I. W. Burnham II, graduated with the class of ’31, a lifelong bond 
with his alma mater was forged and would endure for generations to come. Following 
in his father’s footsteps, Jon received his degree from The Wharton School before 
entering the family business in investment banking. Years later, he would instill his 
Penn-pride in his own children, with three of his four—and one grandson—receiving 
degrees from his beloved university. 

His affection for Penn was not the only thing Jon inherited from his father. “I was 
raised to enjoy giving to others,” he says. When his son, Sandy, enrolled at the 
Perelman School of Medicine, Jon decided to make a make a gift in his honor. “My 
son attending medical school was one of the great thrills of my life,” he recalls. 
Jon worked with Penn Medicine Development to establish the Jon M. Burnham 
Endowed Scholarship Fund, supporting financial aid for medical students. 

Jon feels strongly that everyone should have the opportunity to attend medical school, 
regardless of financial status. In endowing a scholarship, he secured his contribution to 
financial aid for future generations of aspiring physicians. 

Jon’s admiration for the young men and women he supports is without equal. “I 
have a hero’s worship for doctors,” he says. He often wishes he had pursued a career 
in medicine, but relents, “I can’t be a doctor, so about the best thing I can do is help 
others become one.” 

 It’s universally        
important for 
all of us to have 
great medical care. 
Supporting future 
leaders in medicine 
will ensure that 
we all receive the 
care we deserve.

 Jon Burnham with Burnham 
Scholarship recipients Alison 
Bae (left) and Wen Xu (right).

medical education
Making a Difference in...
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Supporting Future Leaders in Medicine

SCHOLARSHIPS
Educating future physicians has never been more important, yet a medical 
education has never been less affordable. As the cost of medicine continues to 
soar, gifts that support scholarships help students focus on their studies and 
allow them to choose a career path based on passion and not repaying debt. 

Penn Medicine’s ability to attract the brightest and most talented medical 
scholars each year is dependent upon its ability to offer financial assistance. 
Fortunately, there exist many opportunities to support these future leaders in 
medicine, from modest gifts to any number of existing funds to the establishment 
of fully funded endowed scholarships. 

FELLOWSHIPS
Penn Medicine offers many of the nation’s premier fellowship programs for 
medical trainees looking to further their education in a wide variety of sub-
specialties. Under the mentorship of internationally recognized leaders in the 
field, these programs are designed to train future expert clinicians and physician-
scientists for academic careers through broad and intensive clinical exposure, 
research, and teaching. 

Private philanthropy is crucial to funding these vital programs and your support 
will ensure that the next generation of leaders receive the advanced medical 
training that only Penn can offer. 
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 I will never forget the phone 
call when I found out that 
I would be a 21st Century 
Scholar. The generosity of 
Anne and Walter Gamble 
helped introduce me into 
the Penn Medicine family. 
I feel so fortunate for my 
Penn experience, and feel a 
responsibility to give back.

Neha Vapiwala,MD
Class of 2001

Associate Professor of 
Radiation Oncology at 
the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania
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A Lasting Legacy
When Jackie Simms was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
the fall of 2013, she was stunned and terrified. “I am a single 
parent, I have an eleven-year-old son, and I knew I had to 
find the very best care possible,” she said. 

Jackie chose the Abramson Cancer Center. “I wanted an 
extraordinary program, run by top notch doctors,” she 
explained. After meeting with the team at the Rena Rowan 
Breast Center, she knew that she had found what she was 
looking for. The kindness and compassion that she received 
as she went through her grueling year of treatment was, “key 
to my recovery,” she said. “I wanted to find a way to help this 
very special work continue.”

So, she teamed up with Penn Medicine Development to 
create a gift that would support research and the future 
needs of the Rena Rowan Breast Center—while serving the 
best interests of her family.

Jackie decided on a gift of assets from her retirement plan. 
This simple and tax-wise option offers future support when 
giving outright is not ideal. Retirement assets make some 
of the best charitable gifts, because when given to non-
charitable beneficiaries, they may be taxed more heavily than 
other assets in your estate. Naming the Perelman School, the 
Abramson Cancer Center, or any entity at Penn Medicine as 
a beneficiary of your IRA, 401(k), 403(b), or other retirement 
plan avoids both income and estate taxes.

research
Making a Difference in...
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Creating this legacy 
gift now through my 
retirement plan, and 
knowing the impact 
it will have on the 
continuation of such 
important work 
in cancer care and 
research, is incredibly 
fulfilling for me and 
for my family.

Research Funds
Penn Medicine is among the nation’s leading research institutions. From bench 
to bedside, we translate scientific breakthroughs and clinical trial discoveries into 
miraculous treatments. With government funding growing ever-more scarce, we 
would not be able to engage in such transformative research without the help of 
our philanthropic partners. 

Fortunately, there exist countless research funds in which socially conscious donors 
may direct much needed support. A gift to support the efforts of faculty members 
and key personnel engaged in research will go long way in the fight against cancer, 
diabetes, depression, and neurodegenerative disease, among many others. 

For those interested in creating their own initiative in honor of a loved one, named 
research funds can be established with a gift of $25,000 or more. Directed at a 
particular area of research, your fund will enable friends and family an easy way to 
contribute to your philanthropic effort. 

research
Making a Difference in...



OUTRIGHT GIFTS

Checks payable to The Trustees of the 
University of Pennsylvania can be sent to 
Penn Medicine Development and Alumni 
Relations, 3535 Market Street, Suite 750, 
Philadelphia, PA 19104. 

To make a gift online by credit card, please 
visit www.pennmedicine.org/giving. 

We also accept securities, often a wise 
choice because donors pay no capital gains 
tax while deducting the full value of the gift. 
For information about transferring securities, 
contact Penn Medicine’s director of annual 
giving at 215.898.0578 or UPHSgift@upenn.edu.

If you would like to make a gift in memory or 
honor of someone, please include a brief note 
describing for whom the gift is in memory or 
in honor; and there is a field on our online 
giving form to include this information.

PLANNED GIFTS

Penn Medicine offers many planned and creative 
giving opportunities that enable you and your family 
to establish a legacy to make a difference in the lives 
of those touched by illness and disease. Planned gifts 
to Penn Medicine include bequests, gift annuities, 
retirement plan beneficiary designations, trusts, and 
real estate, among others.

A bequest through a will represents a simple way to 
show gratitude. Please use the following language 
or contact us for customized language: I hereby give, 
devise, and bequeath to the Trustees of the University 
of Pennsylvania, a non-profit corporation organized 
and operating under the laws of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania and located in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, the sum of $______ [or percentage of 
your estate] to be used by Penn Medicine [describe 
purpose of gift here, if desired].

Please contact Penn Medicine’s office of planned 
giving at 215.898.9486 for assistance with bequest 
language. You can also visit our website at www.
plannedgiving.med.upenn.edu for more planned 
giving options.



MATCHING GIFTS

Whether you are offering a small gift or a 
major legacy, involving your employer can 
double or even triple your contribution. Please 
contact your human resources department 
to inquire about matching gifts or contact 
Penn Medicine’s director of annual giving at 
215.898.0578 or UPHSgift@upenn.edu.
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