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TCPW Emergency Grants are needed more than ever! These are just three 

examples of recent requests that were received. Read these stories to understand 

why your TCPW gift is more important than ever. These are examples of grants 

that we have been able to fund this year which has nearly depleted our 

emergency grant budget. Please consider making a gift to TCPW to support grants 

like this. 

 

 

 

A single mother can now afford childcare… 

I am a returning dual-masters degree student at Perelman pursuing degrees in Public Health and 

Bioethics. In addition to this, I am a single mother desperately trying to find ways to pay for 

childcare while I attend my four classes, TA another class, and work part-time for the 

Philadelphia Department of Public Health. Everything I do right now barely covers my almost-

two-year-old's tuition which is nearly $1500 a month, leaving absolutely no other money 

(besides PLUS loans and food stamps) for other expenses. I have applied for assistance through 

Child Care Information Services (CCIS) of Philadelphia, who denied my case because graduate 

level coursework or tuition reimbursed hours do not count towards their mandatory hours 

requirement to receive a stipend. I've already appealed the decision, which again was rejected. 

I've been on the waitlist at Penn Children's Center (which offers subsidies for students) for 

almost two years even though it would still be unaffordable for me. Penn only offers childcare 

grants to PhD students. There are no cheaper safe options in the area that I can find without 

ridiculously long wait-lists. I have worked with a case worker at CAPS who has been a wonderful 

advocate but is limited in her ability to help me further in regards to this issue. To complicate 

matters, my son's father has a warrant for failure to pay his court-ordered $980/month of child 

support which we stopped receiving about four months ago and he cannot be located. I am 

quickly running out of time and savings to complete my final year of coursework. 

 

TCPW was able to pay for two months of childcare for this student. 

 



  

 

Nursing student needed special surgical gloves … 

I’m currently a full-time student in the last semester of the MSN program for Midwifery and 

Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner and my advisor recommended that I inquire about possible 

assistance for a recent medical issue.  

Over the summer, during my Intrapartum Clinical, I developed a severe allergic dermatitis reaction on 

my hands. The reaction resulted in debilitating inflammation and blistering over the dorsal side of 

both hands, which ultimately, resulted in leaving clinical earlier than expected. I worried for many 

weeks that I had reached an insurmountable barrier in my education and dream of becoming a 

midwife. Fortunately though, after an unproductive visit with a private practice dermatologist, I was 

able to get in with UPenn dermatology before I left for Integration Clinical at Magee Hospital in 

Pittsburgh. The test revealed significant reactions to two chemical accelerators found in most non-

sterile/sterile exam gloves and sterile surgical gloves.  

It was certainly a huge relief to discover the cause of the allergic reaction, particularly, as it has taken 

over 8 weeks for my hands to heal. However, I quickly learned that the issue was not completely 

resolved. After calling all of the suppliers of the gloves stocked at Magee Hospital, I learned that they 

all contain the irritating chemical accelerators. And consequently, I am responsible for purchasing 

and supplying my own exam, sterile, and surgical gloves for the entirety of my 10 week, full-time, 

clinical experience. As I am completely reliant on financial aid for my education and living expenses, 

this unexpected cost denotes a substantial financial burden and stressor in my last semester. After 

much research, I found and purchased chemical-free gloves at a total cost of $347.72. However, 

given the high patient volume and long duration of clinical, I anticipate needing to re-stock with 1-2 

more boxes each, of surgical and exam gloves; an estimated maximum additional cost of $319.91. I 

would greatly appreciate any assistance with these unexpected costs as my financial aid budget for 

the semester is very tight and I’m currently using credit cards to cover these costs. 

 

TCPW was able to provide funds for this student to purchase more of the gloves she needs. 

 



 

 

Master’s student needed help paying for two course units due to the  

sudden illness of a family member. 

 

I am a master’s student from Sierra Leone in the International Educational Development Program 

(IEDP) at PennGSE.  Last academic year, I was awarded an institutional grant from PennGSE and 

took out a loan to finance my studies.  In addition, I received two external grants as a selected 

recipient of a 2015-16 American Association of University Women (AAUW) International Fellowship 

and a 2015-16 P.E.O International Peace Scholarship, which support women from developing 

countries to pursue full-time graduate or postdoctoral study in the United States.  

I am in my final semester at Penn and expected to graduate in December.  Unfortunately, due to a 

sudden illness of a family member, I do not have sufficient funds to finance the remaining 2 course 

units for my degree. I would like to kindly request a meeting with you to further explain my 

situation and inquire about potential financial support the Trustees' Council of Penn Women could 

provide to help me to complete my master's degree.  

 

This request was a bit large for our TCPW budget, we worked with GSE to connect the student to the Assistant 

Dean of Student Affairs for direction on where to turn for tuition assistance. 

 


