
 

 

 

Class of 1968's 50th Reunion Legacy Project 

Doug Cox, W'68, and Sidney Rodbell, W'68, Class Gift Chairmen 
 

Soon after Homecoming, ground was broken for The Class of 1968 Legacy Garden -- our 50th Reunion Gift. 

It will be dedicated on Sunday, May 13th at 9 AM. The garden is located at the entrance to the campus from 

34th and Walnut streets, adjacent to the eastern side of the Van Pelt Library. This location was central to our 

experience as undergraduates.  The rendering below of the proposed garden illustrates the beauty of our Legacy 

Garden. 

The project is chaired by our classmate Fran Poeppelmeier Sheeley, CW'68, & Diane McClure Holsenbeck, 

CW'68, Vice Chair, together with us. 

 

The Class of 1968, together with the Class of 2018, will bury a Time Capsule that the Class of 2018 will open at 

their 50th Reunion in 2068. The Class of 2018 will also include items in the capsule. Fran and Diane ask: “We 

would love to have your  ideas for specific items to include in the capsule that are  representative of our 

undergraduate years. Please send suggestions to Lisbeth Willis, our Penn Alumni Staff Liaison at 

lisbethw@upenn.edu.”  

 

We encourage your support with a gift in honor of our 50th Reunion to either our Class Reunion Fund or to a 

scholarship supporting undergraduates at Penn.  We hope you might consider a pledge to the 50th Reunion. The 

names of donors who make gifts or pledges of $25,000 or more to our Class Reunion Fund or undergraduate 

scholarships will be listed on a plaque in the Legacy Garden. Endowed Scholarships (in perpetuity) start at 

$125,000 and the donation can be paid over a period of up to 5 years. A $25,000 donor match is currently 

available from the University to increase your gift to $150,000. Term scholarships, which do not create 

endowments, start at $50,000 and are eventually exhausted.  Gifts in any amount are appreciated, and will help 

us reach our goal of 500 classmate donors. If you have a special Penn commitment, we hope you will also 

donate to The Penn Fund/1968 to help reach our goal. Every gift - in any amount - pledged to The Penn Fund 

can be paid over 5 years.  

 

Fran and Diane add: “Please join our Class on Sunday, May 13th at 9 AM, in front of the Van Pelt Library as 

together we cut the ribbon and enjoy Penn's stellar a capella group, Counterparts.“  

 
 

     
    

 

 

Rendering of the Class of 1968 Legacy Garden, now under construction 
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The Impact of Financial Aid Across Generations  
Carol A. Kiryluk, CW'68  
 

A Penn education creates a shared bond that transcends generations, and it’s a connection that Carol 

A. Kiryluk, CW’68 strongly values. In 2015, she established the Ann Mae Mankausky Kiryluk 

Memorial Scholarship to pay tribute to her mother and provide financial support to an undergraduate 

from rural Pennsylvania enrolled in the College of Arts and Sciences. At the Spring 2017 Scholarship 

Celebration, Carol had the opportunity to meet her scholarship recipient, Haley, C’20, and learn 

firsthand how her generosity has enhanced one undergraduate’s life. 

 

“Hayley is a perfect example of the impact financial aid can make,” Carol said. “She has the most 

elegant sense of responsibility and motivation.” 

 

Hayley, who came to Penn from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, is planning on majoring in Philosophy, 

Politics, and Economics (PPE) and hopes to pursue a law degree. Last summer, she interned for the 

office of Senator Robert Casey, Jr.—an experience that further strengthened her link with Carol. 

 

“Then Senator Robert Casey, Sr. was responsible for extending a Senatorial Scholarship to me when I 

was a student at Penn,” Carol explained. In addition to her intern experience, Hayley is involved with 

a number of student organizations geared towards a future law career, including Penn for Youth 

Debate and the Government and Politics Association, where she serves as secretary. 

 

“Penn had been a dream of mine ever since I started thinking about college, but a student from my 

high school is only admitted to Penn every two or three years,” Hayley shared. “Becoming one of 

those select few and being able to afford tuition has opened up opportunities for me that I never 

thought possible.” 

 

Click here to read Carol Kiryluk’s full story: The Impact of Financial Aid Across the 

Generations. 
   

 
  

 

Carol A. Kiryluk, CW’68 with her scholarship recipient, Haley, C’20 
 

 

  The Illustrious ’68 Lightweight Crew  
 

Tom Cassel ME’68, GME’73, GR’79 Penn Lightweight Crew,  

& John Cantrill, Captain, W’68 Penn Lightweight Crew  

 

During our four years at Penn, the University of Pennsylvania Lightweight Crew became one of the 

top crews in the country. Credit goes to Coach Fred Leonard who took what had been a winless 

program prior to his 1964 arrival and coached it to national prominence in just three years. For us, this 

all began on a September afternoon in 1964 when the new coach walked into a room in College Hall 

and introduced himself to a collection of curious freshmen, most of whom had never touched an oar. 

Unlike today, Coach Leonard did not have the benefit of recruiting high school and prep school 

oarsmen. We were all “walk ons.” Coach Leonard described the intense training regimen and the need 
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to “make weight.” Making weight, we learned, was to ensure that on race day the oarsmen on a crew 

averaged 155 lbs. with no man over 160 lbs. Coach Leonard continued, that while he was new to Penn, 

he knew all things “rowing” and, if we were interested in winning races, meet him at the Boathouse.  

 

Click here to read ’68 Penn Lightweight Crew full story.  
   

 
  

 

1968 University of Pennsylvania Lightweight Varsity Crew. Left to right: Peter Deekle C’68, Bob Harrison 

C’68, Mike Mann C’69, Tom Fisher C’68, Tom Cassel ME’68, Keith Munroe W’69, John Cantrill W’68, Pete 

Williams C’70, Charles Sherman C’68 - Coxswain 
 

 

  The Achievements of ’68 Soccer 
 

Co-written by Charlie Dewey, Win Walp, Ted Isaacson, Roger Lorberbaum and Larry Miller  

 

The Class of ’68 soccer players had a major impact on Penn soccer and on Ivy League soccer. The 

Class of ’68 soccer players had a great start with an undefeated Freshman team. The nucleus of that 

Freshman team would immediately strengthen Penn varsity soccer beginning Sophomore year. As 

Sophomores, at least 4 Class of ’68 players became varsity starters and several others played 

significant roles on the team. The ’65 varsity soccer team had a 7-3-1 record and finished [runner up] 

in the Ivies. That team was the first alternate team in its region for the NCAA tournament (which at 

that time only included 12 teams). The ’66 varsity team had at least 5 starters and several other players 

from the Class of ’68. Although that team was only .500, it would set the stage for senior year for the 

Class of ’68. The ’67 varsity team again had at least 6 Class of ’68 starters and again several other 

class members had significant roles. The ’67 team would only lose one game (a fluke 2-1 loss to 

Columbia where Penn outshot Columbia 23 to 6).  

 

Click here to read the '68 Soccer article  
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Penn Soccer team pictured in the 1968 Record: Row one: C. Dewey, T. Thayer, R. Lorberbaum, L. Miller, 

Caption, T. Isaacson, W. Walp, S. Mazzetti. Row two: C. Scott, Coach, R. Sturman, K. Rigden, S. Whitenack, A. 

Gibson, S. Wean, M. Kirsch, Manager. Row three: B. Edmonds, B. Vogt, J. Rosenglick, B. Badal, F. Cobb 
 

 

  Remembering Mary Blumberg Lehman 

 Leslie Maddin Bayer, CW'68  

 

Our classmate and friend Mary Blumberg Lehman sadly died in April 2002, after a short but heroic 

battle with cancer. Mary CW’68, grew up in Dothan, Alabama. Following her graduation from Penn in 

1968, Mary attended Columbia Law School and went on to have a successful career as an attorney and 

private banker. Her career included being a director of BBR Partners, an investment-management 

company for high net worth clients, President and Chief Investment Officer of EnvestNet Advisory 

Services, President of the private client group at Global Asset Management, head of the Domestic 

Private Bank at Bankers Trust, as well as holding positions at a number of private banking groups and 

law firms. 

   

Mary’s yearbook photo from the 1968 Record, and pictured with Jack Lehman, W’68, and 

children, Katherine, W’97, and Michael, W’93  

Click here to read the tribute to Mary Blumberg Lehman, CW'68 by Leslie Maddin 

Bayer, CW'68 
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  Calling All Athletes!  
  

Carol Marcus Jacobs, CW'68  
 

If you have been following the news of our upcoming reunion, you may be aware that we are planning 

a special Saturday morning event to honor those of us, male and female, who played for the “glory of 

the Red and the Blue” during our years at Penn.  

 

We have identified the teams that were undefeated or won Ivy titles, but are especially interested in 

identifying and honoring those who have achieved special athletic honors, both while at Penn and 

thereafter. These include athletes who achieved “All-Ivy”, “All-College”, “All-American” or other 

designations including those who participated in the Olympics, Pan American games or other 

international competitions. Some of Penn’s records from this era are incomplete and we are looking to 

fill in the gaps and give these individuals appropriate recognition. 

 

We are also looking to identify those coaches who may had a meaningful impact on your lives. Crew 

coach Ted Nash, women’s basketball, softball and field hockey coach Faye Bardman Donovan, and 

Football Coach John Cervino will also be among the honorees.  

 

Is this you, or a friend of yours? Do you know of anyone who meets this description? Please contact 

cmjacobs17@verizon.net and let us know so that you can become part of our athletic honors program 

that morning. It will be a meaningful event and a chance to reconnect with those classmates with 

whom you spent hours on the court, in the field or in the water.  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  The Reunion Express Will Soon Make Its Final 

Stops   
 

Dear Friends, 

 

The tempo of reunion planning has quickened. Nearly a dozen volunteer committees are hard at work 

on various aspects of our 50th Reunion which takes place over the weekend of May 10th to May 14th, 

2018, on a campus whose core is easy to reconnect with, while the new and vibrant in important ways 

it has changed for the better are a wonder to celebrate and enjoy. Please give yourself ample time to 

tour the campus which has a far more extensive footprint than it had in the sixties. 

 

We all knew that one day the 50th Reunion would be upon us. At first, that time seemed infinitely 

distant, but no longer. With the winter of 2017-2018 upon us, it is time to plan for our travel to 

Philadelphia, and select a place to stay. The University has a devoted alumni relations staff to assist 

you, as they have been working for several years with the Class Leadership to give us a first class 

reunion. Every newsletter will contain e-mail addresses and phone numbers so that you can obtain 

answers to your questions and the information that you need.  

 

I hope it will be useful to you to receive this Reunion to-do list of six points. 

 

1. Visit the website for full listing of Reunion Events, Pricing & Class Giving information 

www.alumni.upenn.edu/1968. Registration opens 2/1/18.  

2. Sign up on our interactive, class-only website: Penn1968.com, to connect with classmates, and 

review the Reunion schedule.  

3. Join our Penn Class of 1968 Facebook group.  

4. Book a hotel room for the Reunion -- and book your travel arrangements to Philadelphia too.  

5. Make a gift to The Class of 1968 50th Reunion Fund.  

6. Complete your 68 Reunion Book Submission by January 31st: Click here for more information 

about our Reunion Book and to view two samples. If you have have not received your login, please 

email our service provider Mark Harding at Mark@meno-recollections.com. 
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I've made my travel plans and reserved a hotel room. I am eager to see the friends from my freshman 

year in the McIlhenny dorm in the Lower Quad, the Student Judiciary, the DP, and the 1968 Record. 

Living at Penn for four years made learning a part of daily life, and I grew to appreciate that I learned 

both in the classroom and the library, as well as at the tables of the Dirty Drug and the bar of the New 

Deck Tavern. My classmates across the decades have enriched my life, and I am eager to be with you 

in just a few months.  

 

With best wishes for Chanukah and Christmas, and good health and happiness in 2018. We are blessed 

to be members of the Class of 1968. 

 

All Aboard!  

 

Micky Neiditch 

Class of 1968 Vice President for Communications 

hmichael@alumni.upenn.edu 
     

Penn1968.com   
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