
   

 

 

  
Reunion Planning Accelerates 

with Exciting New Programming 
  

Celebrating the Athletic Teams of 1968 
 

Classmates who participated in men’s and women’s athletics from 1964 through 1968 will be recognized at 

“The Glory of Competing Red & Blue: Celebrating Penn Athletics” Breakfast on Saturday morning May 

12th, beginning at 8:30 am.   

 

Bill Creeden, W’68, GED’72 and Carolynn Marcus Jacobs, CW’68, 50th Reunion Athletics Chairmen, 

together with Penn Athletics, invite the Class of 1968, family, friends and interested members of the Penn 

community to this very special event.   

 

Says Carolyn: “We are very proud to honor 1968’s exceptional athletes and teams as well as every member of 

the Class of 1968 who participated as undergraduates in Penn athletics as an athlete or manager.  And we are 

also very proud to welcome current coaches as part of our “Current Coaches Panel”.  Bill and I will ask our 

current coaches to share their thoughts about Penn Athletics today.  Their perspective is sure to be 

fascinating.”  

 

 

Bill notes:  “Every 1968 athlete will be personally recognized at the breakfast.  We will present special 

awards to the members of the 1968 Men’s Varsity Crew Team, who won the 1968 National Collegiate 

Rowing Championship, to the 1968 Junior Varsity Crew team who were recipients of  the Jobe Award,  to the 

1968 Lightweight Crew, to the men from the Penn’s Crew Team who rowed for the United States in the 1968 

Mexico City Olympics. We will also honor Todd Makler, 1968 National Fencing Champion and 1968 All-

American and Olympian in Munich in 1972; we will also honor the Women’s Basketball team for their 

undefeated season in 1968, and the Women’s Tennis team for their undefeated season  in 1967, and to every 

  



member of Penn’s Hall of Fame from the Class of 1968.  I’m very proud to add  that our freshman 1964 

football team was undefeated (6-0)...first time since 1911 or thereabouts. Former Crew Coach Ted Nash and 

Faye Boardman, Coach of multiple women's teams, will join the teams, together with several other former 

coaches.  We are excited that several of Penn's current coaches will be with us”.  Invitations to our athletes 

will be emailed from Penn soon. 

Click here to view the 50th Reunion Schedule. 

 
    

 
  

 

 

'68 Penn Heavyweight Crew  
 

Phil McKinley Captain '68 Penn Heavyweight 

Crew & Nick LaMotte '68 Penn Heavyweight 

Crew  

 

There are few superstars in a University eight 

oared shell. Some oarsmen may be better in 

some ways than others but all have to pull 

together in great precision to win a race let alone 

a national championship. In the fall of 1967 the 

Pennsylvania Heavyweight Crew came from the 

previous season with great optimism having won 

the Intercollegiate Rowing Association 

Championships the previous summer on Lake 

Onondaga only losing the JV race due to a freak 

storm that came up during the race. 

 
Click here to read  the entire '68 Penn 

Heavyweight Crew article by Phil 

McKinley, C'68, and Nick LaMotte, 

C'68, WG'72 
 

 

 

 

   

 

Women’s Basketball – 1968  
 

Carolyn Marcus Jacobs, CW ‘68 

 

Over the winter of 1967-1968, the women’s 

basketball team completed an undefeated season. 

Before we get all excited about that, let me 

describe the climate of women’s sports at Penn. 

Remember, it was the late ‘60s and Title IX 

which mandated that equal money be spent on 

sports for men and women was still several years 

away. We often had to drag a bag of practice 

balls from campus to 30th Street Station to take 

the train to Swarthmore or Bryn Mawr. This was, 

of course, the cheapest way to get us to the Main 

Line and back.  We had no training staff and 

when one of us was injured (and I had 

notoriously weak ankles), our coach, Faye 

Bardman, went to the men’s trainer to ask how 

she should be taping ankles. 

 

 

Click here to read the entire Carolyn 

Marcus Jacobs, CW'68 article  
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Remembering the Classmates Who 

are No Longer with Us  
 

Jim Colins, C’68 and Phyllis Ettinger Rodbell, 

CW’68 

 

"Drink A Toast to Dear Old Penn" and to 

wonderful friends of a lifetime during our 

Reminiscence & Reflection Champagne 

Breakfast that will take place in Houston Hall’s 

Bodek Lounge on Sunday, May 13 at 10 

a.m. Enjoy champagne and Bloody Marys, a 

lavish brunch and camaraderie.  Reminisce 

watching the photo montage memorial tribute, 

and join members of the Class of 1968 to pay 

tribute to departed classmates in a special flower 

ceremony. Our University Chaplain, Chaz 

Howard will lead us in reflection. Open to Class 

of 1968 and their guests and the families of 

deceased classmates.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Professors Forum: Reconnecting with 

Those Who Taught Us  
 

Lee Gordon, C’68  

 

The genesis of this forum was the death last year 

of our beloved Penn professor Alexander 

Riasanovsky, who was also my friend for half a 

century. Since the hallmark of a great university 

is its faculty, it occurred to me that The Class of 

1968 should now recognize many of those Penn 

professors who inspired us, who challenged our 

thinking, and who guided us on our path to 

adulthood.  The Professors Forum is set for 

Saturday morning May 12th from 9 a.m. to 

10:45 a.m. on the beautiful 6th Floor of Van Pelt 

Library. There will be a delicious breakfast at 

this same location beginning at 8:30 a.m. The 

professors will be seated so as to maximize our 

desire for faculty/student intimacy.   

 
 

 

 

   

 

  
Music and Memories  
 

Diane McClure Holsenbeck, CW'68 

 

A flood of memories will return to classmates when we gather on Sunday morning May 13th at our 50th 

Reunion on College Green adjacent to Van Pelt Library, a location central to our undergraduate experience at 

Penn. Some may recall the issues of the times, Civil Rights, Women's Rights, and the War in Vietnam. A 

dynamic student a cappella group at Penn called "Counterparts" will put us in the spirit of our time and theirs 

at the university. The garden setting will give us a glimpse of the future pleasure our gift will offer to our 

university. It is a quiet spot tucked in right off the Walnut and 34th Street entrance to College Green - a spot 

we all know so well. 

After the outdoor event, we will go to Houston Hall. Do you remember "University Hour?" Tuesdays at 11:00 

a.m. when undergraduates were free to wander over to or dash by Houston Hall where in the West Lounge 

coffee, tea and crumpets were served? That act has vanished but the location is the site of the Champagne 

Reminiscence and Reflections Brunch, Sunday morning after the ribbon cutting. Special music will 

accompany us with charismatic undergraduate, Jackson Betz, C'19, on the piano. You name it, he enjoys 

playing it! And our wonderful Penn Glee Club will serenade 

us.                                                                                  
 

 

  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  Cinema Celebration - Remembering the Cinema of 1967-1968  
 

Leading a discussion about the Cinema of 1967 and 1968 will be acclaimed Film Producer Robert Cort, C'68, 

G'70, WG'74, and Peter Decherney, Professor of Cinema Studies and English at the University of 

Pennsylvania. Robert Cort asks us several provocative questions: "Did the movie The Graduate fulfill its 

promise? Do you remember when every Saturday night was movie night?" 

 

The ’68 Cinema Celebration begins Homecoming, November 4th, and will continue throughout our Reunion 

weekend.  Robert and Peter will open each film and they will remain to discuss the movie after the 

screening.  The 50th Reunion Cinema Celebration during that weekend includes the following movies:  

 Thursday evening, May 10th, 8 - 10 p.m. Screening of Bonnie & Clyde  

 Friday afternoon, May 11th, 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 'The Movies - Then and Now - A 

Conversation about the Films of 1968-2018' featuring Robert and Peter.   

 Friday night, May 11th, 8:30 - 10:30 p.m. Screening of the iconic movie The Graduate   

 Saturday, May 12th, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. Screening of Planet of the Apes  

 Sunday, May 13th,  1 - 3 p.m. Screening of Rosemary's Baby 

Click here to read about the '68 Cinema Celebration during Homecoming 2017 and 

Alumni Weekend 2018 

 

 
  

  

  

 
  

 

  
Markers of Reunion Planning  
 

Announcing The Update of our 1968 "Record" 

Be a part of our 'Once in a Lifetime' 50th Reunion Book 
 

It would not be a proper 50th Reunion without a Reunion Book to commemorate 

this moment of passage we are going to experience together the weekend of May 

10-14, 2018 as we celebrate our story, the story of Penn ‘68. Peter Marvin, C’68, 

L’72, Jack Goldenberg, C’68, and Randy Elkins, C’68 have accepted the task of 

helping all of us create a memento of our reunion that will bring back fond 

memories and update us all on what we have been doing over the last half century. 

 

We, the committee, are going to need YOU to help us! In the next few months, the 

publisher, about whom more is discussed below, and we are going to send out a 

template that hopefully each classmate will fill in to create a vibrant record of who we were, who we are, 

how we got here. We are going to want to know about your family, your career accomplishments, your 

proudest moments, your memories of Penn and how your life was shaped by your college experiences. We 

also hope that you’ll share with us what is left on your list of life goals, because we all know that we are 

not done yet!  

 

We have engaged a company, Meno Reunion Books, that specializes in producing alumni reunion 

yearbooks. They have done a first-class job as recently as last year for the ’67 Reunion. We, and Meno, 

will be sending out an official request for your submissions very soon. When you receive a letter from us 

and our publishers asking you to go 'online' and answer the biographical questions, please do so. If you 

http://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/images/gid2/editor_documents/classes_and_reunions-non_reunion_docs/1968/newsletter_1968_spring_9_26_cinema_celebration.pdf


have answered similar questions at Penn1968.com, we can use that submission - or you can replace those 

responses with your completed answers on the new site. The site will open this November. As with all 

assignments, there is a due date - which is the third week in January. This is a serious 

deadline, necessary so we can have the Reunion Book ready to hand you when you arrive on campus in 

May. With careful thought, your page in our Reunion Book will write itself!  

 

   
  

 
   

 

  www.Penn1968.com is our Class Website. 

We Encourage You to Join It. 
 

Please take a moment at your convenience to register your name at 

Penn1968.com. This private class website will provide your bio and photo for 

the Reunion Yearbook – and enables us to re-connect with one another. Website 

Administrator, Betty Ostrov Rothschild, CW'68 notes: “We update the site 

weekly with new information about our Reunion activities and plans which we 

are excited to share with classmates. It’s so easy to register. I make certain that 

only you and our classmates can enter the site.”  

 

Not a member yet? Please click on the box below and find your name.  

 

 
 

  

  

 
  

 

  
Wanted: A Few Great Penn Pictures  
 

The Penn Reunion Photo Team is looking for a few great Penn pictures for our 50th Reunion Slideshow.  We 

will be showing this nostalgic slideshow several times during our Reunion weekend and we’d like your help 

tiptoeing down memory lane. We’re looking for photos of campus life during 1964-68 ― shots of people, 

events, places on campus; pictures of Penn mementos like pennants, dishes, buttons, pins snow globes 

(really), invitations, etc.  For several months Susan Croll, CW’68, G’94, Carolyn Marcus Jacobs, CW’68, 

Rich Sabreen, C’68, and Janet Oberlander Simons, CW’68 have been combing the Penn archives, their 

personal memento stashes and public sources to create this presentation. We have some amazing stuff. And 

yes, we already have pictures of “Dirty Drug.” If you’re willing to go through that old shoe box of Penn 

memorabilia, or your instamatic photos in that old dusty photo album, and re-shoot some new digital pictures 

of your “best stuff” for us, we’d like to hear from you. We will need all images in a modern digital format 

soon in order to include them in the slideshow.  

 

http://www.penn1968.com/index.cfm
http://www.penn1968.com/


 

If you’d like to have us try to include your images in the Reunion slideshow, please contact Rich Sabreen for 

a quick suggestion sheet on the best way to shoot fabulous reunion photos and how to get them to 

us.  Contact: richsabreen@gmail.com. Thanks!  
   

 
  

 

  Attention Class of 1968 Artists – A Call for Submittals for Reunion Weekend 2018  
 

Susan Croll, CW'68, G'94 

 

The Burrison Gallery at the University Club at Penn invites 

Class of 1968 artists to submit their artwork for consideration 

for the Gallery’s fifth University Alumni Exhibit. This juried, 

group show will be held during our class’s 50th Reunion 

weekend, May 11-25, 2018. A reception will be held on 

Friday, May 11. The purpose of this show is to highlight the 

creativity of Penn Alumni and to provide a venue for them to 

share their work with the University community. 

Please click here for the formal “Call for 

Submittals” and application 

form.                                                                                 
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Making Your Personal Plans   
 

Where to Stay – Hotels, Home Hospitality, B&B  
 

Barbara Russo Bravo, CW’68, GED’69, Hotels Chair for the 50th Reunion, 

reminds all of us: “Hotels book quickly and the better rates and reunion hotel 

blocks are filling up. Our 50th Reunion coincides with Mother's Day, 

Commencement and other well-attended Reunions.”  

 

Every year Penn's Department of Alumni Relations works diligently to assemble 

an accurate list of available hotels in the Philadelphia area and the rates that they 

have negotiated for alumni. Booking early is the very best way to find the hotel 

that meets your needs. Please reserve your rooms now. 

 

Visit www.alumni.upenn.edu/awhotels for the list of hotels that the Penn Alumni Relations staff have 

negotiated rates for. When you call, please ask for the University of Pennsylvania Alumni Relations room 

block. Alternatively you may want to take a look at Expedia, Booking.com, Hotels.com or AirBnB. For 

less expensive options, explore hotels near the Philadelphia Airport or in South Jersey.  

 

   
  

 
   

 

  How to get to Philadelphia – Rail, Flying to Philadelphia  
 

Philadelphia is an extremely accessible city on the East Coast. You can easily get here by air, car and public 

transportation. It is conveniently located within just a three hours drive from Washington, D.C. and two hours 

drive from New York City. Visit the Tripsavvy website to get information to help plan your trip to 

Penn.                                                                                 
 

 
  

  

  

 
  

 

  Making Our Philanthropic Contribution to Penn Together  
 

Gift Committee Co-Chairs Doug Cox, W'68, WG'73 and Sidney Rodbell, W'68  

 

We are working hard to have our class project, "The Class of 1968 Legacy Garden", open at the Reunion. To 

accomplish this requires that we raise at least $250,000 in pledges by calendar year end of December 31st. 

Please help us accomplish this objective by making your pledge to the Penn Fund now. All pledges at any 

level to the Penn Fund can be paid over the next 5 years, and gifts to our class (or just the first annual 

payment) must be paid by June 30, 2018. All Penn Fund pledges of $25,000 and more will be recognized on 

the Class Plaque to be placed in the Legacy Garden. Every donor to Penn -- for any priority or project - will 

have his or her name included in the Time Capsule. 

Visit our Class Gift Website and learn more about our Reunion Fundraising priorities. We want to achieve our 

goal of leaving a true class legacy to celebrate and memorialize our 50th Reunion through funding of our 

Class of 1968 Legacy Garden, through continued support of undergraduate Scholarships and Penn Fund 

initiatives. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

http://www.alumni.upenn.edu/awhotels
https://www.tripsavvy.com/getting-to-philadelphia-2669564
http://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/gid2/16/interior.aspx?sid=1587&gid=2&pgid=15595&sitebuilder=1&contentbuilder=1


 

Learn more about Endowing Undergraduate Scholarships: 

 

Many of our 1968 classmates have generously created individual or family endowed scholarships in the years 

since we graduated and we hope you will consider doing the same.  Endowed scholarships start at $150,000 

which is payable over 5 years and will support one Penn student each year in perpetuity.  There is currently a 

matching opportunity available whereby a gift/pledge of $125,000 (payable over 5 years) will be matched by 

$25,000 in challenge funds.  If you are interested in creating a scholarship or have questions, please contact 

our Penn Fund liaison, Josh Nay, at 215-746-6233 or joshnay@upenn.edu.  

More than a priority, accessible and affordable education is an imperative. Penn’s commitment to a grant-

based financial aid program and need-blind admission means that every Penn student is accepted without 

regard to that student’s ability to pay the costs of attending.  Over the past ten years Penn has increased its 

financial aid budget by 171 percent. Forty-six percent of undergraduates receive direct grant support from 

Penn. The average grant is $45,368 which is more than double the 2001 average, and covers over 60 percent 

of a student’s annual educational expenses. 

 

Since the 1990s, the percentage of Penn’s aid budget covered by the endowment has risen significantly from 

4.5 percent to its current 25 percent. Even with those gains, our fellow no-loan Ivies far surpass us in 

percentage of endowment spent on scholarship.  Seventy-five percent of Penn’s financial aid is funded 

through our operating budget. To meet this need, Penn is limiting the growth of expenses or trimming costs in 

some areas to allow investment in long-term priorities. Creating access through generous financial aid is one 

of our highest priorities.  Penn’s commitment to affordable education will allow us to equalize opportunity, 

bringing the most academically gifted students to Penn regardless of their ability to pay. Once they graduate, 

unburdened by heavy debt, these bright young people will be poised to make the world a better place.  

                                                                                 
   

 
  

 

  A 50th Reunion Memoir  
 

Colin Hanna, C’68, PAR’96 

 

This half-century of remembrance is especially poignant to me, because it’s also 

the celebration of the golden anniversary of my marriage to Pricie Hemphill.  She 

was in the class of ’69 but graduated in ’68 at the end of the first summer session, 

so she can claim membership in our class as well as the one behind us!  

 

My years at Penn were both a lot of fun and instrumental in setting me on my life’s 

course in communications. One of my main non-academic interests upon arriving 

at Penn was broadcasting, so I became an announcer and talk show host on 

WXPN, which was entirely student-run at the time.  My father had been a director 

in radio, television and the theatre, and that may have been what whetted my 

appetite.  Some may remember a TV commercial I did for Wildroot while at 

Penn.  It earned me enough money to marry Pricie in December of our senior year!  

 

Click here to read the entire Memoir by Colin Hanna, C'68, PAR'96 
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Six 'First' Things To Do for Reunion 
 

 

Dear Classmates, 

 

Autumn has arrived. The march of time is relentless, and the joyful celebration of the 50th 

Reunion of our graduation from Penn will take place over the weekend of May 10-14, 2018. Many 

of us have already made our hotel reservations, including myself. 

 

Before I say any more about the Reunion, I speak for all of the class officers in expressing the 

hope that those of you who live in the greater Houston area, or in the State of Florida, are 

recovering from the harsh damage caused by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. We want each of you 

and your families to know that our thoughts and prayers are with you in the difficult months of 

restoration that lie ahead. We look forward to our being together in May. We are eager to raise a 

glass in your honor. 

 

During the past four years I have learned how difficult it is for each member of the 50th Reunion 

Class to make the plans necessary to return to the campus. Many of those who have attended 

previous reunions that the six first things to do are: 

1. Read the Reunion Schedule. Make certain that your planning allows you to attend those events 

that matter most to you. 

 

2. As Barbara Bravo has previously suggested, make your hotel reservations as soon as you can. 

 

3. Make airline or Amtrak reservations as early as you can for the best seats and prices. 

 

4. Share your plans with your friends, and turn to us and the Alumni Office for assistance in 

reconnecting to friends that you have lost contact with. 

 

5. Send me or the Alumni Office any photographs that you might of your favorite places on 

campus. 

 

We are eager to use them in future issues of the newsletter between now and May, in our printed 

50th Reunion Book that will be distributed at the Reunion, and in a video that is being prepared for 

our Gala Celebration on Saturday Evening. 

 

6. Register with our class website, www.Penn1968.com to make it easier for your friends to find 

you. 

 

Before you know it, May 10, 2018, will be here. 

 

 

 
Michael 'Micky' Neiditch, C'68 

Class of 1968 Vice President for Communications  

hmichael@alumni.upenn.edu  
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