
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Some Mid-Winter Thoughts: February 20, 2018  

 
Dear Classmates, 

 

Writing the four digits '2018' has begun to feel normal, as has the phrase, "fifty years ago". With 

beginning of the New Year 2018, I hope that each of us is preparing to travel to the Penn 

campus in May to share in the celebration of our 50th Reunion. How many of us remember the 

April afternoon in 1964 when the fat envelope from Penn's admissions office arrived inviting us to 

join the Class of 1968? The years since then have passed in a flash. They always do, even for 

those who keep diaries. This May new memories will preserve, as best they can, what our 

Reunion committee is diligently planning for our 50th reunion. If you haven't received a hard 

copy of the "Schedule of Events", please send Lisbeth Willis or myself an e-mail, and one of us 

will send you another one. Click here to view the schedule of events online. 

 

During our freshman year, I lived in the Lower Quad in the McIlhenny Dorm, and ate breakfast 

and dinner most weekdays in the Houston Hall Dining Room. Both structures remain, and I will 

revisit them in May as I plan to tour the campus carefully which, blending old with new, have 

melded into a handsome urban landscape in West Philadelphia that is the envy of university 

planners throughout the world. 

 

Gaylord Harnwell, who became Penn's President in 1953, initiated the process that transformed 

the University into a center of important research in the arts and sciences, thus enhancing its 

stature in the United States and the world. We witnessed parts of this transformation during our 

undergraduate years as alumni philanthropy successfully combined with the support of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the University's Trustees. Their combined efforts were the 

building of a modern campus costing $93 million. This process accelerated under his successor 

Martin Meyerson who assumed the presidency in 1970, and has continued steadily ever since. 

Universities achieve greatness when decades of competent academic and administrative 

leadership follow consistently one after another. Not many institutions have the talent and 

resources to achieve this. The 50th Reunion of our Class will allow us to pay tribute to the great 

university that Penn has become.  
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Our Reunion, most of all, is a time to visit with old friends and strengthen those friendships. We 

cannot predict the future, but we can plan for the next phase in our lives which is likely to be 

notably marked by retirement, and an increase in our free time. As we have spent much of the 

past five years planning for the weekend of May 11th, many of us are thinking about the place 

that the Class of 1968 will play in our future.  

 

Use the Reunion's "Schedule of Events" to plan a memorable weekend. I encourage you to 

tour the Campus. Here is a link to a current map of the campus with the top sites carefully 

marked: https://www.facilities.upenn.edu/maps.  

 

It is most fitting that our Class Dinner will be held on Saturday evening, May 12th, at the Barnes 

Foundation, the home of the great art collection of Henry Barnes, and a handsome new building 

that has become the cultural center of 21st century Philadelphia. Early on-line registration for our 

Reunion began on February 1st. I urge you to register soon both for the weekend and the dinner 

on Saturday evening. You will be receiving the formal print invitation with the Alumni Weekend 

Guide in the mail soon. 

 

None of us needs reminding that no graduating class in the Twentieth Century bears as 

prominent a distinction as the Class of '68: "The Year That Changed A Generation". See you 

then and thereafter.  

 

With every good wish. 

 

Michael Neiditch 

Class Vice President for Communications 

cantabdc@gmail.com  
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Recollections of Penn Freshman Football, 1964 
 

 

Rick Owens, Penn '68  

It was the Fall of 1964 and the first baby boomers were off to college. At Rittenhouse Lab there 

gathered 75 new freshman football players to be addressed by their freshman coach, John R. 

Cervino, and his staff of graduate assistants: Frank Wilson, Barry Dietz, Sieg Molnar and Tom 

Forrestal, a U.S. Naval Academy graduate who was the 1957 Heisman Trophy runner-up. 

 

Coach Cervino was a feisty little man with eyes that looked right through you. In a high-pitched 

voice, he stated at the conclusion of his remarks that “this was the finest group of athletes ever 

gathered at the University of Pennsylvania. Before you graduate you will play the United States 

Naval Academy.” Forrestal, ever stoic, followed Cervino’s remarks with a calm comment: “And 

you will get your asses kicked.” At which point Coach Wilson broke out in a loud, extended 

laugh. As the 75 of us walked out of that room, we wondered what were we in for.  

Click here to Continue Reading “Recollections of Penn Freshman Football”  

 

 

 

 

 

A Lifetime of PENN Connections 

Gail Petty Riepe, CW'68  

I have been fortunate that my Penn experience did not end 

with my four undergraduate years, but continued on for the 

next 50 years. During that time I came to appreciate much 

more about Penn, and meet so many wonderful and 

impressive members of the Penn community. Although I 

loved those four carefree years, I have enjoyed even more 

being involved at Penn since then, giving back to help today’s 

students, and being able to watch our 60’s Penn become one 

of the finest universities in the world. 

https://www.alumni.upenn.edu/s/1587/images/gid2/editor_documents/classes_and_reunions-non_reunion_docs/1968/penn_freshman_football_1964__edited__for_february_email.pdf


 

I was a part of the PENN tradition before I arrived on campus 

as a Freshman in the Fall of 1964. My father was in the Class 

1936 and was an active and loyal alumnus. We attended 

many events on campus and hosted many Penn gatherings 

at our home in Princeton. I learned very early about the 

Penn-Princeton rivalry, which continues to this day. Over the 

years, we have attended many Football and Basketball 

games, with friends and family, enhanced by the enthusiasm 

of my PENN husband, Jim, who was Football Captain in 

1964!  

Click here to Continue Reading “A Lifetime of Penn 

Connections” 

 

 

Classmates we can be proud of: 
JoAnne Stubbe CW'68 

Mona Shangold, CW'68 

When JoAnne Stubbe and I were classmates and good 

friends at Penn, both majoring in chemistry, I recognized her 

as a star destined to make important contributions. Since 

graduation, I have followed her career as a woman chemist 

and MIT faculty member, and I am sharing her story with all 

of you now because I know you will all take pride in her 

accomplishments too. 

 

After graduation, JoAnne received a PhD in organic 

chemistry at Berkeley and then completed postdoctoral 

fellowships at UCLA and Brandeis. She held faculty positions 

at Williams, Yale, and Wisconsin, before moving to MIT in 

1987, where she held joint appointments in the MIT 

Chemistry and Biology Departments. She is now the Novartis 

Professor of Chemistry, Emeritus.  

Click here to Continue Reading “Classmates we can be proud 

of: JoAnne Stubbe, CW'68” 
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My Own Field of Dreams 
 

Click here to Continue Reading "My Own Field of Dreams"  

Marc Schoenfield, W'68 

I was a walk-on baseball pitcher for Penn in my freshman year, and I wound up pitching four 

years for the Quakers. In high school, I was part of a very good baseball team, where I won 20 

games and lost two, pitched four shutouts in a row and was scouted by the then Milwaukee 

Braves. 

 

At Penn, my record was up and down, but there was a special moment that I now share in an 

anecdote -- that occurred at the beginning of my senior season. Penn decided to emphasize its 

baseball program, so they shipped us down to Florida to play some of the universities down 

there. Boy, could they hit! In the first inning against one of the schools, I faced the first three 

batters, and they were all on base. Their clean-up hitter came up, and I started him off with a 

fastball. In retrospect, I guess he didn't think it was that fast! I saw his bat crush the ball, and as I 

turned to watch it, I muttered "Oh {bleep)!" I swear the ball kept rising even as it left the field. It 

was the spring of 1968, and I'm still not sure it's come down yet. Any minimum dream that I still 

had of making it to "The Bigs" died at that moment on that field in Florida.  
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Reunion Weekend 2018 

Reunion registration is now open! 

The Class of 1968 requests the pleasure of your company at 

our 50th Reunion, May 10-14th, 2018. Visit our class website, 

www.alumni.upenn.edu/1968, for the full list of events and 

pricing. 

 

The deadline for the '68 Reunion Book has been extended 

until February 26 for those who have not submitted a profile.  

 

Questions? Email our Alumni Relations liaison, Lisbeth Willis 

at lisbethw@upenn.edu or Class Liaison, Elise Sterling 

Howard at elsiehmiami@gmail.com.  

 
Click https://penn.reunioniq.com/ to Register. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
LISBETH WILLIS 
Director, Classes and Reunions 
Staff Liaison for Class of 1968 
lisbethw@upenn.edu | 215-573-7061  

 

 

    

 

Penn Alumni, E. Craig Sweeten Alumni House, 3533 Locust Walk, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
If you wish to be removed from this group's mailing list, click here 
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