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9:00 AM 
Welcome – Lee Gordon, C’68, Chairman 

Professors Panel moderated by Penn Gazette’s Editor, 
John Prendergast, C’80 and Senior Editor, Samuel Hughes

I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F  F A C U L T Y

Joel Conarroe, English
Madeleine Joullié, G’50, GR’53, Chemistry

Phyllis Rackin, English
Ross Webber, Management 

Michael Zuckerman, C’61, History

MICHAEL ZUCKERMAN
Michael Zuckerman obtained his B.A. at the University of 
Pennsylvania and his Ph.D. at Harvard University. He has taught 
at Penn since 1965, with visiting appointments at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, Johns Hopkins University, the University 
of Oregon, the University of Richmond, and University College 
Dublin. He has presented papers and lectures on five continents 
and has had his work published in Brazil, China, France, Great 

Britain, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland, and Russia. In 1972, Professor Zuckerman received 
Penn’s Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching.

His first book, Peaceable Kingdoms: New England Towns in the Eighteenth Century (Knopf, 1970) 
helped inaugurate the New Social History. His subsequent books are Friends and Neighbors: Group 
Life in America’s First Plural Society (as editor, Temple University Press, 1982), with his chapter of 
introduction: “Puritans, Cavaliers, and the Motley Middle”;  Almost Chosen People: Oblique Biographies 
in the American Grain (University of California Press, 1993); Beyond the Century of the Child: Cultural 
History and Developmental Psychology (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003) (co-editor with 
Willem Koops), and his most recent work The American Revolution Reborn: New Perspectives for 
the 21st Century (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016), (co-editor with Patrick Spero) with his 
concluding chapter “Beyond the Rebirth of the Revolution: Coming to Terms with Coming of Age.” These 
works and more than one hundred scholarly articles range widely in such areas as American identity, 
popular culture and the history of childhood and the family.

The courses Professor Zuckerman most enjoyed teaching include “American National Character”, 
“Classic Texts in American Popular Culture”, “Human Nature and History”, “Doing History”, and 
“Splitting: The 1960s in America”.



JOEL CONARROE 
Joel Conarroe (in his own words): “rhymes with Camaro, the automobile -- 
was sired in Pennsylvania (his dad, who attended Penn, was Secretary of the 
Commonwealth under Governor Gifford Pinchot), grew up in New Jersey, 
and survived adolescence in Florida. After college (Davidson), the army, and 
graduate study (Cornell and NYU) he held a mulligan stew of positions, including 
sportswriter (United Press), book reviewer (The Washington Post), Executive 
Director of the Modern Language Association and editor of its journal, PMLA.”

At the University of Pennsylvania, Professor Conarroe served as Director of Freshman English; 
Undergraduate Chairman; Department Chairman; the university’s first Ombudsman; Master of Van 
Pelt College House; and Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. After Penn he served for twenty 
years as president of the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation in New York, and also presided over 
The PEN American Center and The National Book Foundation. He was awarded Penn’s Lindback 
Award for Distinguished Teaching in 1968. 

He is the author of books and articles about American literature, and his doctoral dissertation was 
a critical study of William Carlos Williams, a graduate of medical school at Penn. An anthology 
Professor Conarroe edited for Random House, Six American Poets (Whitman, Dickinson, Frost, 
Stevens, Williams, and Hughes), was the first work of poetry for fifty-five years named a main selection 
of the Book of the Month Club, and “thanks to the efforts of then Poet Laureate Joseph Brodsky, the 
anthology was placed in thousands of hotel rooms here and abroad.” 

Professor Conarroe especially enjoyed teaching courses in American poetry and also modern drama, 
“mentored by my brilliant colleague Gerald Weales.” 

“Now retired, I devote much of every day to rereading, among others, Melville, Shakespeare, Annie 
Proulx, and my Penn colleagues John Wideman, Geoffrey Harpham, Peter Conn, Elaine Scarry, and 
Philip Roth. Go Quakers!”

MADELEINE JOULLIE
Madeleine Joullié’s career is that of a woman pioneer. In 1953, she joined the 
chemistry faculty at the University of Pennsylvania, and became the first woman 
organic chemist to be appointed to a tenure track position in a major American 
university. She was the first Affirmative Action Officer at Penn. Professor Joullié 
considers herself “in the ‘over 50’ age group a female player in organic synthesis.” 
She was named one of the “76 Smartest People in Philadelphia” in 2001 in 
Philadelphia Magazine. Promoted to full Professor at Penn, she has served as a 

role model for younger generations of female synthetic organic chemists, opening doors for many of 
these students. Professor Joullié has received a multitude of awards, including Penn’s Lindback Award 
for Distinguished Teaching in 1991. She is proud of her role as a teacher and mentor of all students 
“regardless of sex”.

Her distinguished record as a scientist with her contributions in chemistry demonstrates the diversity 
of her research interests. Professor Joullié’s most recent work showcasing research from her laboratory 
was featured in the publication Chemical Science: “Total Synthesis of the Reported Structure of 
Ceanothine D via a Novel Macrocyclization Strategy” (2018), where the synthesis involved may bear 
some relation to a folk medicine “Ceanothus americanus” which “continues to be used widely among 
herbal home remedy enthusiasts today.”

The courses Professor Joullié enjoyed teaching are the Organic Chemistry laboratory (245) and the 
lecture courses in the first and second semesters (241 and 242) of Organic Chemistry. “My favorite 
course is the second semester Organic Chemistry because it gives me the opportunity to show students 
the widespread importance of Organic Chemistry and the role it plays in every day of our lives.”

PHYLLIS RACKIN
Phyllis Rackin, Professor of English Emerita, has been teaching at the University 
of Pennsylvania since 1962. A former President of the Shakespeare Association 
of America, she has published numerous scholarly articles on Shakespeare 
and related subjects in anthologies and in scholarly journals, such as PMLA, 
Shakespeare Quarterly, and Shakespeare-Jahrbuch. She has also published five 
books on Shakespeare: Shakespeare’s Tragedies; Stages of History: Shakespeare’s 
English Chronicles; Engendering a Nation: A Feminist Account of Shakespeare’s 

English Histories, which she wrote in collaboration with Professor Jean E. Howard; Shakespeare and 
Women, and an anthology of essays on The Merry Wives of Windsor, co-edited with Professor Evelyn 
Gajowski. Professor Rackin’s awards include an ACLS fellowship and Penn’s Lindback Award for 
Distinguished Teaching in 1977.

Professor Rackin’s best-known contribution to Shakespeare scholarship is Stages of History (Cornell 
University Press, 1990, and London: Rutledge, 1991) a work of which she is proud because of the 
good reviews it received in scholarly journals and the influence it had on subsequent criticism of 
Shakespeare’s history plays. “But I am also proud—maybe even more so—of Shakespeare and Women 
(Oxford University Press, 2005, reprinted 2013), a short book designed for undergraduates, which 
offers a feminist perspective on Shakespeare’s work and provides evidence and arguments to refute the 
male-centered views that dominated Shakespeare criticism and the teaching of Shakespeare’s work 
during the last decades of the twentieth-century.”

The course that Professor Rackin most enjoyed teaching—”so much so that I still teach it once a 
year even though I’m officially retired”—is “Introduction to Shakespeare.” “It’s a small undergraduate 
seminar, so I get to know the students and hear their views of the plays.”

ROSS WEBBER
Ross Webber is now Emeritus Professor of Management at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He joined the Wharton faculty in 1964 after earning a BSE from 
Princeton University, serving in the U.S. Navy and working at Eastman Kodak 
for three years each, and earning a Ph.D. in Applied Economics at Columbia 
University. At Wharton, he taught Management and Organizational Behavior. He 
also served as Chair of the Management Department and Vice President of the 
University for Development and University Relations. Professor Webber taught 

his last class at Penn in 2006. In retirement he studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and 
his paintings have been exhibited in numerous shows including three one-man shows at the Burrison 
Gallery in the Penn University Club. Ross is married to Mary Lou and they have five children (three 
of whom attended Penn), eighteen grandchildren and three great grandchildren.

Professor Webber’s publications include eighteen professional books, three memoirs, and countless 
articles. He is most proud of his study “Changes in Perception and Behavior in Mixed Gender Teams,” 
Human Resources Management Journal, Vol. 26, No. 4 (1987), a longitudinal study over 20 years which 
demonstrated the dramatic improvement in cooperative tasks and shared leadership displayed by 
mixed teams of men and women. What I enjoyed writing the most is a memoir, “The Dog Ate My 
Budget: Tales About Teaching and Managing in the Ivy Tower”, Booksurge.com (2008).

The courses that Professor Webber most enjoyed teaching were “Industry/Management, Organizational 
Behavior and Organizational Design”. “I came to Wharton just as my training in organizational 
psychology and sociology was beginning to be accepted in business schools to supplement the classic 
Principles of Management approach. I loved introducing leadership cases and role playing into the 
classroom experience.”


